VII. CONCLUSION: CHRISTIANITY'SBABY BELIEF
BEFORE BAPTISM

663. Infant Faith in Covenantersfrom Scripture and down through Church History

In this dissertation, we looked at the subjed of baby belief before baptism. We explained and
expounded every singletext in Holy Writ remotely concerned with thefaithfulnessor faithlessiess
of babies. We dso investigated whether faith is generated, or alternatively just confirmed, by
infant circumcision -- and also by the infant baptism which now replacesit.

From the infallible Scriptures, we saw it is quite gparent that al ealy-dying infants of godly
parents are cetainly justified. This occurs by God's grace and through their own God-given
infant faith. Second Samuel 12:14-23; Matthew 18:1-14; Romans 11:16; First Corinthians 7:14;
Hebrews 11:6,9-13 23f.

Having dedt with thetestimony of theinspired Holy Bible, we next investigated the beaing upon
this subjed of other extant yet uninspired documents of importance Here, we looked at the
testimony: of intertestamental Hebrew religion; of Pre- and Post-Christian Ancient Paganism; and
espedally at the verdict of Church History.

From such documentary evidence, we leaned that the Early Church Fathers asserted the prior
sanctificaion of al ealy-dying infants of Christians.  Only from about 250 and espedally from
around 350 A.D. onward, was the Church somewhat paganized by progressve baptismal
regenerationism. This occurred when it borrowed a new and an unbiblica saacamentology --
from Paganism.

Thus the Mediaeval Church becane enslaved to medhanicd magic --for amoribund millennium,
from around 350till about 1350A.D. Yet even during those dark ages, there were dways
faithful witnesses -- like the Waldensians, Wycliffe, Hussand the Bohemians -- who dedsively
reeded Rome's ex opere operato while yet maintaining Biblicd paedobaptism against all
antipaedobaptist heresies.

With the Protestant Reformation, Luther generally asserted the prebaptismal infant faith of
covenant children. So did Zwingli, whilefurther intimating the salvation of al ealy-dying babies.
Calvin maintained the paedobaptism of tiny covenanters -- whose infant faith and eledion he
rebuttably presumed.

Against Protestantism, only the Anabaptists then rejeded infant baptism -- and rebaptized their
converts. Wrongly, they asserted either the damnation -- or aternatively the salvation -- of all
ealy-dying infants. To the Anabaptists, faith within babies ssamed to be impossble.

Most of the Protestant and all of the Reformed Confessions of Faith agreed with Calvin.  Thus

the Second Hel vetic, the Scots, the Belgic and the Heidelberger. Sotooall the ealiest Calvinian
liturgies and catechisms -- from those of John Calvin, right down to the Westminster Standards.
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Even sincethe latter, by far the mgjority of Reformed and even many L utheran theologians have
continued to assert: baby belief before baptism.

664. Baptism to be administered to tiny Covenanters as those already deemed believers

In every case, we dealy saw -- against Romanism and all other varieties of baptismal
regenerationism-- that baptismdoesnot cleanse. Ever sincethefall, all sonsof Adamaresinners
from their very conception onward. They cannot even see and till | essenter into the Kingdom
of God, until they have been born again. Jeremiah 1.5 & John 3:3-8.

Thereisadifferencebetween believersand unbelievers, including thetiny ones. Exodus11:7 to
13:5. The ded necessarily get regenerated and receave 'the seal of faith' before their deah --
even if they die unbeptized before their birth, or during their ealy infancy. Psalm 22:9f & Luke
1:15-45.

Hence regeneration generally preceales baptism. Genesis 15.5; 17:7f; Mark 16:15f; Acts 2:38f;
Romans 4:11f; Colossans2:11f. Thus, al covenant children who die before their possble infant
baptism -- are made holy in the sight of God at, or since, their conception. Second Samuel
12:15-23;, Romans 11:16; First Corinthians 7:14.

Baptism itself never regenerates. At mogt, it only seds already holy children -- as members of
the Visible Church. Genesis 17:7-14 & Romans 4:10-12. It isnot for the deal, nor for the
dying. Itisonly for the viable. Indeed, it isto be administered solely with aview to life-long
obedienceand fruitfulnessand ever-increasing faith theredter -- whileyet hereoneath. Romans
6:1-11 & Colosgans 2:11-13.

Thusbaptism isonly for those (whether adults or infants) who seemto be believersarealy -- and
who sean to possessat least 'the see of faith’ within their heats. Matthew 181-6 & Acts
8:36-37.

Consequently, it should be aministered only in the @ngregation of the saints -- and only after
profesgon of faith by the baptizeeor, if ill tiny, by at least one of his or her parents. First
Corinthians 1:2,16; 3:1-7; 6:11; 7:14; 10:1-2; 12:13; 16:15.

Relevantly does the Calvinistic Heidelberg Catechism ask:* "Is then the external baptism with
water the washing away of sinitself?'  And it rightly answers: "Not at all! For only the blood
of Jesus Christ and the Holy Ghost cleanse usfromall sin. Matthew 3:11; First Peter 3:21; First
John 1.7; First Corinthians 6:11."

665. Summary rethewho and the by whom and thewhereand thewhy of | nfant Baptism

Summerizing, acording to our Supreme Standard (the Holy Bible) as well as our Subordinate
Standard (the Westminster Confession), we read the following clea conclusions as to the
Calvinistic doctrine of saving gracein unbaptized covenant infantsand in Christ-professng adults.
For they are dl to be regarded as believers -- and therefore & holy before baptism.
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All_sons of Adam are sinners from their very conception onward. Since Adam and Eve,
Calvinistsregard al persons (except Jesus) ashaving been conceived insinand shapenininiquity,
even before their birth. Ever since the fall, all are by nature therefore subjed to the wrath of
God. They cannot enter into or even seethe Kingdom of God -- unlessthey are regenerated at
some time before they die.?

There is a difference between unborn believers and unbdlievers. Calvinists assrt that, even
before their birth, God pus a difference between the tiny children of believers -- and the tiny
children of unbelievers.

God thus differentiates between eled children and reprobate dnildren. The ded necessarily get
regenerated and receve 'the seal of faith' before their deah -- even if they die unbaptized.?

Regeneration generally precedes regular baptism. Calvinists presume that at least all believers
children dying in infancy, get regenerated and receave the 'seal of faith' before they die.

Because al unborn babies can die awy second, Calvinists also presuppose that al ‘covenant
children’ that die before baptism, are made holy in the sight of God at or sincetheir conception
and long before their birth. Calvinists further presuppose (rebuttably) that all conceved in the
covenant, areto beregarded asarealy holy -- until and unlesstheir behaviour ever evidencesthe
contrary during their later lives.*

Baptism itself never regenerates. Because Calvinists regard covenant children as already holy
before birth, they deny that baptizing them after their birth can make them holy. Such baptisms
can at the most only sed aready-holy children as members of the Visible Church.®

Baptismis not for the dead nor for the dying. Because Calvinists sebaptism as a sign pointing
to life, they rightly oppose giving baptism to the dying and to the dead -- and to those dead insin.
Even covenant children, if they seam likely soon to die, are not to be baptized. For baptism is
only for thoselikely to live, and likely to serve Christ in His Visible Church here on eath. Indeed,
baptism is to be followed by life-long obedience by fruitfulness and by ever-increasing faith.

Baptism is only for believers (whether infants or adults). Because baptism is intended for
believers alone, Calvinists oppose baptizing anyone who does not seem to believe in Christ
arealy.

For this reason, they urge the baptism of only those alults who professfaith in Christ, together
with the dnildren of such adults aone. For only such children would seem to possss'the seel
of faith'intheir heats. Thus, Calvinistsrefuse to administer baptismto those adultswho do not
rightly professChrist. They also refuse to baptizethe infant children of such aduits.’

Baptism should take placeonly in a dwrch setting. Calvinists say baptisms sould occur only
under Biblicd conditions. This means baptismsareto be alministered only: a) after catecdhizing
the baptizeeor hisor her parent or parents, to the satisfadion of the Ruling Elders; b) before the
entire angregation; ) during public worship; d) after the reading of God's Holy Word; €) with
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exclusively Reformed godparents, if any at al are used; and f) solely by an ordained Minister of
the Word and Saaaments, or his acknowledged equivalent.?

666. Summary of the Calvinistic view of Infant Baptism

The above is what Presbyterians and other Calvinists gould tead also their own covenant
children. For not only Christ-professng adults are to be regarded as believers. Sotooaretheir
infant children. Thus, also the latter areto be viewed as Christians --and baptized acardingly.

Calvin'sown viewscan be summed upin his 229th Letter. There, he states’ that a child's salvation
does not depend upon he or shebeing baptized. Baptism does not confer upon infantsthe power
of becoming sons and heirs of God. But becaise they areinthat position and degreein relation
to God, the graceof adoption is seded by baptism. Otherwise, the Anabaptists would be right
in denying infants this saaament --as they wrongly do.

For baptism is a saaament, a holy oath. It is an oath sworn by believers, to serve their God.
But even more 0, it is an oath sworn by God Himself -- the Saviour of adult believers, and of
their believing children.

In the famous words of the Calvinistic Westminster Shorter Catechism (92-95): "A sacament is
an holy ordinanceinstituted by Christ." Therein, "by sensible signs -- Christ and the benefits of
the New Covenant are represented, seded and applied: to believers. Genesis 17:7,10....

"The saaaments of the New Testament are baptism and the Lord's supper.... Baptism is a
saaament wherein the washing with water in the Name of the Father and of the Son and of the
Holy Ghost doth signify and sed our ingrafting into Christ and partaking of the benefits of the
covenant of grace ad our engagement to be the Lord's....

"Baptismisnot to be administered to any that are out[side] of the Visible Church, till they profess
their faith in Christ and obedienceto Him. But the infants of such as are members of the Visible
Church, areto be baptized. Acts2:38-39; Genesis 17:10; Colossans 2:11-12; First Corinthians
7:14."

667 TheBaptist Alexander Carson'sinadeguate knowledqge of Scripture and History

Rev. Dr. Alexander Carson -- not Th.D. (but only LL.D.) -- was an Ex-Presbyterian who later
becane a famous Baptist. Carson once dlenged: "If it can fairly be made out that the
circumstanceof being born of Christian parentsis evidencethat infants have faith from the womb
-- | have no objedion to baptize them."°

We ourselves believe that, in our above pages, we have fulfilled Carson's challenge. For we
believe we have indeed "fairly made out” from Scripture done that -- at least till possble later
apostasy, "being born of Christian parents is evidence that infants have faith from the womb."

For we have shown this very thing, from the womb to the tomb, in the lives of: Abel, Enoch,
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Noah, Shem, Isaag Jamb, Moses, Samson, Samuel, David, Solomon, Obadiah, | saiah, Jeremiah,
Ezekiel, Joel and Maadii. Also fromthe New Testament -- we have shown the same thing from
the lives of John the baptizer, the unique Jesus, the goostle Paul, and the evangelist Timothy.

We have dso shown the same from the Jewish proselyte baptism of infants -- and even fromthe
Targums, the Talmud, the Old Testament Apocrypha and Pseudepigrapha, Philo and Josephus.
Wehavefurther seenafew tracesof corruptions hereof in Ancient Paganism-- possbly borrowed
from the true Old Testament religion, from Judaism, or even from Christianity.

Next, looking spedficdly at the Early Church, we found the confirmatory testimony of the New
Testament -- and also of paganistic writerslike Pliny and of ancient inscriptionsin placeslike the
cadammbs. There is aso the solid testimony of the many patristic writings extant -- from
Clement of Rometo Chrysostom of Constantinople, and espedally in the Epistle of Barnabasand
in Augustine of Hippo-Regius.

Wethen demonstrated the same from all the Protestant Reformers.  From Luther and Zwingli to
Junius and the Synopsis -- and espedally from the many writings of John Calvin himself -- we
have shownthat therewasalwaysarebuttable presumption that covenant infantswerethemselves
all deamed to possess swing faith in Christ.

Indeed, from Post-Reformational Calvinism, we further demonstrated exadly the same truth in
manifold writings -- from Dordt, through the Westminster Sandards. Indeed, it isre-echoed in
many Reformed theologians (such as Kuyper and Warfield) -- and right down to the modern
historian Rev. Dr. Rousas Jbhn Rushdoony in 1990

668. Ex-Baptist Alexander Carson now a Paedobaptist in glory

In the words of yesteryear's famous Baptist Alexander Carson (as noted above), we ourselves
now conclude that_infants of believers probably indeed do "have faith from the womb." From
his present exalted vantage-point in heaven, we believe even Carson now_knows this -- beyond
all doubt.

For today, heisinglory. Carson now knowsthat those like Rev. Dr. Gary Roper, formerly of
Memphis Baptist Tabernade, were wrong in assuming the damnation of the babies of believers
dyingintheir infancy. Nor isCarson (likethe Baptist David Kingdon) any longer agnostic about
the everlasting destination of the ealy-dying infants of believers.

Now, the glorified Carson too would "have no dbjedion to baptize' the believing infants of
believing adults. Indeed, baptizing the believing babies of believing parents is exadly what
Carson too would do today -- were he still here on eath. Itisaso what his former associates,
the Baptists, should also do -- right now!

For Carson, now in glory, isno longer a Baptist. Now, he properly understands the command

of his Saviour in Mark 16:15f. Carson now seesthat the '‘Grea Commisson'is indeed a great
commisson. For it appliesto every human credure -- gred, and small.
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"Go into al the world, and pread the good news to every creaure! He who believes and is
baptized, shall be saved; but he who does not believe, shall be damned.”

Accordingly, we ourselves now cdl upon all Baptists -- such as Carson once was -- to obey all
the counsel of God. Acts20:27cf. 7:.29-30. Let themall bring their babiesforward, to receve
Christian baptism!  Luke 18:15-17 and Acts 2:38f etc. We cd upon all Baptists (whether
Arminian or 'Calvinistic’) -- and also upon all Ex-Baptists -- to repent of their sins of omission
regarding infant baptism.

We now cdl upon all Baptists like Carson, to bring their babies forward to receve Christian
baptism. Certainly their Presbyterian brethren would be quick to help them!

We cdl upon our Baptist brethren, and also upon al other mided Christians everywhere,
(rebuttably) to presume that their own tiny babies have been regenerated alrealy -- through the
grace of God. We cd upon these misguided adult believers to recognize that God has,
apparently, therefore dready given the 'seed of faith' also to their own babies.

The latter are therefore to be baptized, as those who themselves certainly seem to be little
believers. Inthisregard, knowledgeale Presbyteriansare eaer to instruct these babies parents
-- and to help the latter redify their bread of the covenant of grace Genesis6:8-18& 17:7-14
-- and Colosgans 2:11-13 & 3:20-21.

For, inthe words of Isaiah (59:21) -- "'Thisis My covenant with them," saysthe Lord. 'My Spirit
Who is upon you, and My words which | have put in your mouth, shall not depart out of your
mouth, nor out of the mouth of your seed, nor out of the mouth of your seed's ®eal,’ says the
Lord, 'from henceforth, and for ever.™
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