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CHRI ST' S KI NGDOM AN EVER- | NCREASI NG AND CONQUERI NG STONE

Daniel 2 May 23
"O king, you saw...a great inage [depicting four successive kingdons].... You
kept on looking, until a Stone was cut out, w thout hands. This snote the
i mge upon its iron-and-clay feet, and broke them into pieces.... And the

Stone Which snote the image, becane a great Muntain and filled the
Earth....And in the days of these kingdons, the God of Heaven shall set up a
Ki ngdom whi ch shall never be destroyed. And that Kingdom shall not be |eft
to other peopl e. But It shall break into pieces and consune all these
kingdons. Yet It, shall keep on standing for ever."'*

From just before the tine of Ezekiel and for a very long tine thereafter,

his fell owexile Daniel began to prophesy. He did so in Babylon, from about
604 and until approximtely 536 B.C Very significantly, his predictions
| argely focussed on the then-future advent of Christ's Kingdom-- at the tine

of His Incarnation and thereafter.

In the first of these prophecies, the Lord revealed to the Babyl onian
ki ng Nebuchadnezzar that God Hinself "renoves kings and sets up kings."" For
the king had received a dream about a huge statue of a man with a gol den head
and a silver thorax and a brass abdomen and iron |egs. But then, in the
dream after a rolling stone had conme and hit and destroyed the statue -- it
then itself went on to becone a great Mountain which finally filled the Earth.

Dani el |ater explained to Nebuchadnezzar that this "Stone Kingdom' was
t he Kingdom of GCod. For God, declared Daniel, would destroy the "gol den"
Babyl oni an Wbrl d-ki ngdom of which Nebuchadnezzar hinself was the "head."'*
After the destruction of Babylonia, its remmants would be amal gamated into the
succeedi ng | esser and "silver" kingdom '* nanely the "thorax"-like dual enpire
of the Medes and the Persians’ (wth its tw "arnms").

This second kingdom after its destruction, would be amal gamated into the
subsequent "kingdom of brass which shall bear rule over all the Earth. "'
This would prove to be the "abdonen' kingdom of Al exander the Great of Macedon
in Geece. That, after his death, was destined to divide up into four |esser
Hel | eni stic ki ngdonms, 7™ as is clear from Daniel chapters seven & eight.

The remmins of the three successive W rld-kingdons would in turn
ultimately be amalgamated into the last great enpire of the ancient World,

nanely the "iron" kingdom which would replace the brass kingdom of
Hel | eni sm " Hence, this fourth or iron kingdom was the Enpire of Ancient
Rone -- according to all pre-Christian Israelites and all post-Christian
Judaists and all Early-Church and all Mediaeval and all Reformational

Theol ogi ans.

Such include Judaistic witings such as: the Targuns; |V Ezra 12:10; the
Tal mud (Abodah Zarah 2b); the Mdrash; and the Pseudepigrapha -- as well as
those of: Flavius Josephus; Johanan ben Zakka; Akiba ben Joseph; Saadia ben
Joseph al -Fayyam ; Pirke de Rabbi Eliezer; Jephet ibn Ai; Rashi Sol onmon ben
| saac; Abraham ben Ezra; Mses ben Mainoni des; Levi ben Gershon; Don |saac ben
Judah ben Abravanel; and Josef David ben Yachya; etc. Al so included here are
anci ent syncretistic-pagan witings -- like the Sibylline Oracles -- which too
identify the fourth ki ngdomw th Anci ent Rore.

The sanme view is upheld in the Early-Patristic witings of: Irenaeus;

Tertul lian; Hippolytus; Lactantius; Eusebius; Aphrahat; Cyril of Jerusalem
Chrysostom Sul pi cius Severus; Augustine of Hi ppo; Isidore of Pelusium and
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Theodor et . Indeed, it is affirnmed even in the mediaeval writings of: Andreas
of Caesarea; the Venerable Bede; Berengarius; Peter Conestor; Joachim of
Fi ore; Thomas Aqui nas; and Robert Bell arm ne.

Dani el 's prophecy about the Fourth World Enpire, thus refers to that of
Anci ent Rone. That enpire would last for nany centuries -- comencing at the
final demise of the Third World Enpire of Hellenism especially when in B.C
32 Egypt as the last phase of the Ptolemaic Hellenic Enpire was annexed by
Rone after the Battle of Actium (cf. Daniel 11:42f).

Al of the Pre-Reforners and Protestant Reforners -- without exception --
agree on this. See: Wecliffe; Brute; Luther; QCecol anpadi us; Mel anchthon; and
Lati mer. Cf. too Puritans |ike: Downham Brighton; Mede; Parker; Poole; and
Davenport -- as well as Increase Mather; Jurieu; Cocceius; Cotton Mather; Mat-
thew Henry; Sir |saac Newton; Jonathan Edwards; WIlison; Bishop Thomas New -
on; Faber; Dr. Thomas Scott; Horne; Keith; James H Begg; Bishop Daniel
W son; Bickersteth; Albert Barnes; Pusey; Fairbairn; Leupold; Carroll; Edward
J. Young; Rushdoony; and many ot hers.

Even that great secular historian of Rone, G bbon hinself, wote:" "The
arns of the republic" of Ronme, "always victorious in war -- advanced with rap-
id steps to the Euphrates, the Danube, the Rhine, and the [Atlantic] Ccean....
I mmges of gold or silver or brass that m ght serve nations and their kings,
were successfully broken by the 'iron nonarchy' of Rone. See Daniel 2:31-40"
-- cf. 2:34 & 2:41-43 & 7:23f.

The 1560 Ceneva Bible of John Knox and Ms. John Calvin's brother-in-Ilaw
Rev. Dr. WIlliam Wiittingham has a crisp coment on all of this. It points

out: "By gold, silver, brass and iron are neant the Chaldean, Persian,
Macedoni an and Ronman ki ngdons which would successively rule all the Wrld --
till Christ (Wo is here called 'the Stone') H nself cone and destroy the
| ast. "

Also John Calvin himself, in his 1561 Conmentary on Daniel (2:44f),
sunmarizes it very admrably. For he insisted: "There is no doubt, then,
t hat Dani el intended the Romans by the fourth empire.”

We have seen that the four successive Wrld-kingdons were represented by
a conposite statue of a man with a gol den head, silver arns, brass thighs, and

iron legs (with feet of iron and clay).™ But the fourth kingdom of Rone
woul d be particularly conglonmerate -- with no real internal consistency. I n-
deed, the Roman Empire was truly just like an ultimately-brittle mxture of

iron and clay. ™

Predictably, the "legs" of that Roman Enpire, broken in principle by the
incarnation and resurrection and ascension of Jesus Christ, thenselves |ater
re-divided into ten different "toes" or regional provinces throughout Europe.
Thus: Irenaeus; Tertullian; Hi ppolytus; Eusebius; Sulpicius Severus; Jerone;
Andr eas; Jephet ibn Ali; Abraham ben Ezra; Luther; Melanchthon; and al so many
ot her subsequent authorities (including Edward G bbon). '

Stated G bbon: "The warlike Barbarians...subverted the Enpire and
enbraced the Religion of the Ronmans. The CGoths were the forenpst of these
savage proselytes.... The Ostrogoths, the Burgundians, the Suevi and the
Vandal s [and others] listened to the el oquence of the Latin clergy.... The

decay of”ssRorre...has already shown that the powers of government were
di vi ded. "

Previously, Ancient Rome had divided and ruled her subjects. But the
Lord Christ would now divide and rule -- Rone!

n 1756

This began to occur "in the fullness of tine. For it was then that
the Son of God, our Lord and King Jesus, started destroying the remains of all
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t he Worl d- ki ngdons of ancient tinmes. He cane down from Heaven to Earth, in

the days of the heathen Roman hegenony. It was then that He and Hi s
Messi ani ¢ "Stone Kingdonmt rolled down, |ike a huge Rock, fromthe Muntain of
God -- and cracked the conposite statue, after colliding with it."

Even nmany Judai stic expositors -- |ike Josephus, Eliezer, Jephet ben Ali,
Rashi and Abraham ben Ezra -- have all understood Daniel's Stone Enpire to be
t he Messi ani ¢ Ki ngdom Practically all Christian expositors agree with this

-- and further identify Jesus Christ as that Messianic King Wo is God' s Wrd.

That Word or Eternal Logos came down from Heaven, in order to set up Hi s
Oowmn Ki ngdom right here on Earth. ' Here, He would purify and "consune"'
from the previous Wrld-enpires all things useful. From those previous
enpires, Christ would save whatever He wants to preserve -- and then
i ncorporate those sane elements into Hs Owm new and ultimtely World-w de
Ki ngdom

He keeps on doing this -- until "the kingdom(s) of this Wrld have becone
t he Kingdom of our Lord and of His Christ." As nan, He acquired the right to
reign over the Wrld -- at H's Resurrection. Since then, He has been
exercising this right increasingly -- and especially ever since H s Royal
Coronation at His Heavenly Session, right after H s Ascension. | ndeed, ever
since -- "He shall keep on reigning, for ever and ever!"'®

For Daniel declares that the Messianic or Fifth Kingdom inaugurated at
Christ's Incarnation -- will stand for ever."™ That indeed this Messianic
Kingdom is intended by Daniel's rolling "Stone" -- is the considered view of
many Judai stic Theol ogi ans (both Pre-Christian and Post-Christian). And t hat
specifically Jesus Christ and Christianity are that Stone Kingdom -- is the

al nost unani nous opi nion of all Christians. "

The conmments of the Geneva Bible, are again very helpful. "Al the king-
dons of the World are transitory, and the Kingdom of Christ alone shall remain
for ever.""  Christ's "Kingdom at the beginning, would be small." Yet it
"would at length grow, and fill the whole Earth."'® And this Kingdom in
Daniel -- "which he calls a great Muntain" -- is "not only referred to the
Person of Christ." In addition, it refers "also to the whole body of His

Church and to every Menber thereof." I ndeed, it "shall be eternal."'™

This everlasting Kingdom (of God) is not just sonething that woul d be set
up only at the Second or Final Conming to Earth of our Lord Jesus Christ. To
the contrary, this Kingdom was established already "in the days of these king-
dons" -- nanely, in the days of the four previous kingdons already mentioned
by Daniel in his description of the image in Nebuchadnezzar's dream ''*

For it should be noted that the Messianic Stone Kingdom hit the feet of

the image -- not its ten toes! This indicates not only that the Stone Kingdom
was already in existence long before it hit the feet. But it also indicates

that the Stone's principal destruction of the image began when it hit the feet
-- and long before the later division of the feet into its "toes" or various
di sparate el ements.

Now t he division of the fourth of these kingdons, alias the Ronan Enpire,

into ten "toes" -- would take place at various tinmes between A D. 351 and the
A.D. 476 fall of Rome. It would occur also before the Bishop of Rone was
first called "Pope" alias "Father" -- in A D. 533 by the State (cf. Daniel 7:8

& 7:20), and in A D. 604f by the Church (cf. Daniel 7:24f).

Note further that the division is not that between the Eastern and the
Western Roman Enpire. For the legs of the image are described as being
toget her (at the thighs), and not separated.

Nor are we told that the feet of the image but only that its toes were
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di vi ded. So the fourth Beast was initially and essentially Roman, and not
Byzant i ne.

Consequently, the ten "toes" of Daniel chapter two refer to the nodern
Nati ons of Europe into which the nediaeval Holy Roman Enpire disintegrated.

This was the view, even before that occurred, of: Irenaeus; Tertullian;
Hi ppol ytus; Eusebius; Sul picius Severus; and Jerone. And this was also the
view, after it occurred, of: Andreas; Jephet ibn Ai; Abraham ben Ezra;

Lut her; Mel-anchthon; Poole; Jonathan Edwards; Lacunza; Faber; Adam d arKke;
Al bert Barnes; E.W Hengstenberg; Patrick Fairbairn; and many others.

So the Roman kingdoms 'legs' were split into its "toes" between A D. 351
and 476. Hence it nust follow that the Fifth or Stone Kingdom of Christ was
set up, here on Earth, before then. In other words, the Stone Kingdom
commenced at Christ's First Coming -- when He was incarnated.

So the Messianic Kingdomis incarnational. It is not one to be set up
only at His still-future Second Conming at the end of History. It is one that
was set up even at His First Com ng.

Indeed, this is the considered judgnment of all the |eading Theol ogians in
the Church of all ages. Thus: Eusebius, Chrysostom Gegory the G eat, Bede,
Peter Comestor, Walter Brute, Luther, Melanchthon, OCecol anpadius, Calvin, Knox
& Whittinghamin their Geneva Bi ble, Downham Mede, the Dutch States Bible of
the Synod of Dordt, Parker, Tillinghast, Poole, Jurieu, Cotton Mther, Mtthew
Henry, Sir Isaac Newton, WIIlison, Bishop Thonas Newton, John Brown (of
Haddi ngt on), Sanuel Hopkins, Thonas Scott, Adam Carke, T.H Horne, Bishop
Dani el W1 son, Al bert Barnes, Leopold, B.H Carroll, Edward J. Young, and very
many ot hers. ™’

Yet this Kingdom of Christ would start off only in a very small way. A
Stone would be cut out of the Muntain -- cut out, without hands.' This
occurred initially at the earthly birth of King Jesus, and especially during
His earthly life when He set up H s Kingdom here on Earth.

According to His divinity, Jehovah-Jesus was and is the Stone from the
heavenly Muntain of the Lord -- alias the Son of GCod. As to Hi s humanity,
He was and is the Mssianic Stone of Munt Zion -- alias the true d der
Testanent's "son of man" \Wo cane and lived right here on Earth.

As God the Rock, He rolled down from Heaven. As the Son of man, He was
Hinself cut out of the Israelitic Covenant People w thout the hand of man --
when He was born of a virgin. '

So too, Christ's Kingdom -- the "Fifth Kingdom' which followed the four
ki ngdons of Babyl on, Medo-Persia, Greece and Rone -- is a Kingdomwhich is not
of or fromthis Wrld. For it is a Kingdom which originated not on Earth, but
from Heaven -- when it was cut out of the heavenly Muntain, at the time Hs

Per sonhood entered into the fabric of humanity at the very nmonent of the in-
carnation of the Logos or Wrd of Cod.

Yet, once cut |oose, this Stone would then roll down from the heavenly

Mountain onto our great planet Earth -- and, later, away fromthe Israelitic
People and out into all the GCentile Wrld. Ever gathering increasing
monentum it would then continue to roll on -- until hitting and smashing the

heat hen Roman Enpire as the representative of all anti-Christian powers here
on Earth.

That smashing already occurred in principle, when Jesus Christ rose from
the dead and "despoiled principalities and powers, ...triunphing over them"
And it occurred in practice still later -- when Christianity destroyed the
heathen Roman Enpire and christianized it. I ndeed, Christianity wl]l
continue to do the sane to all Post-Ronman enpires too -- until the whole Earth
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is christianized, before the end of Wirld History.

So even the Resurrection and Heavenly Session of Jesus was only the be-
gi nning of Christ's Kingdom Al though Hi's Resurrection fromthe dead did in
principle shatter all anti-Christ-ian enpires before and after that event, it
nevert hel ess then destroyed them-- only in principle.

I ndeed, the practical work of shattering Paganism and converting the
various anti-christ-ian enpires into Christ's Om Enpire -- would, and wll
yet, take not a little tine. That is the great work of converting to Christ:
(first) the heathen Roman Enpire; (second) the Romish Church which replaced
it; (third) all Pagan Animsts; (fourth) Hi ndus and Buddhists; (fifth)
At heists and Humanists; (sixth) the Moslens; and (finally) the Wrld s
Judai st s.

It is a work which, down through the Christian centuries, is to be
prosecuted with vigour -- by King Jesus' ever-increasing Kingdom body here on
Earth. That is His Church -- in which He as the risen Saviour still lives and
al ways shall live, in the powerful Person of His indwelling Spirit.

Accordingly, even after the Stone had smashed and "consumed" the statue
representing the Pre-Roman and the Ronman enpires -- we read that this Stone
goes on rolling. Li ke a snowball, it then becomes bi gger and bigger, unti

-- even as Daniel infallibly predicted -- "the Stone Wich snmote the image
becane a great Muntain and filled the Earth. """

To become this huge Muntain which fills the whole Earth is the fina
destiny of the ever-expandi ng Ki ngdom of Chri st. On the one hand, the Mount-
ainis Christ's Kingdomwhich is already right here on Earth. Thus the Geneva
Bible, the Dutch States' Bible of the great Synod of Dordt, Matthew Pool e,
Adam C arke, Al bert Barnes, and C. van Proosdij.

Yet Christ's Kingdomis still to expand into this Wrld-enbracing Munt -
ain -- especially during the times of future bl essing. Thus John Brown of

Haddi ngt on, Thomas Newt on, Joseph Priestley, Thonas Scott, the D Oyly & Mant
Bi bl e, and the Cottage Bible.

An extended quotation from Calvin's conment on Daniel twd's Stone
Kingdom will be helpful at this point. "Grant, Almghty God...that we nay
rai se our eyes upward and consi der how nuch power You have conferred upon Your
onl y-begotten Son! Grant also, that He may rule and govern us by the m ght
of His Spirit, protect us by H s faithful ness and guardi anshi p, and conpel the
whole World to pronote our salvation...until, at length, we enjoy the fruit of
the victory which You have pronised...

"Christ first appeared cast down and | owy. But the Branch [lsaiah 11:1
& Ezekiel 17:19] increases wonderfully and beyond all expectation and
cal culation, unto an imense size -- till it fills the whole Earth

"W now perceive how appositely Daniel speaks of Christ's Kingdom...
The Prophet here puts an end to the Roman Enpire when it began to be torn into

pi eces. As to...when Christ's reign began, | have just said it ought...to be
referred to the preaching of the Gospel. Fromthe time when the Gospel began
to be pronul gated, we know the Roman nonarchy to have been dissipated and at
length to vani sh away.... It ought not to be restricted to the Person of
Christ, but belongs to all the pious and the whol e body of the Church...

"Wth regard to the word ' Mountain' -- | have no doubt Daniel here w shed
to show Christ's reign to be sublinme, and above the whole Wirld.... As to

the reign of Christ, He cannot be deprived of the enpire conferred upon H m
Nor can we who are H's Menbers, |ose the Kingdom of which He has nmde us par-
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t akers.

"Christ, therefore -- both in Hnmself and His Menbers -- reigns without
any danger of change, because He always renmins safe and secure in H's Om
Person. ... All the kings of the Earth [are yet] to kiss the Son. Psal m
2:12."

The Stone was Itself cut fromthe Muntain of the Nation of |srael. But
it was destined to becone an even greater entity -- a great Muntain, alias
the international Christian Church. And then it would expand still further -
- even until it would reach the heavenly Munt of the Lord itself, from which
the Stone had originally rolled down from Heaven.

Even in our own day, this Stone of Christ's everlasting Kingdom™ -- in
spite of many severe setbacks fromtinme to tine -- continues to grow into a
huge Rock Building; a mghty Fortress; a gigantic Mountain. On this Rock He
keeps on building H's international Church.

The gates of Hell shall not be able to keep on withstanding the pressure
of that snowballing Rock. The accelerating Rock shall keep on rolling --
until it prevails against the very gates of hell; conqueringly smashes them
down; and then dom nates the Earth.

For Nation after Nation is slowy but surely being baptized into Christ
and liberated from inprisonment within Satan's city-gates." And this
liberation and reduction of those gates of brass and the bars of iron wll
continue to occur -- until that ever-growi ng Muuntain of Christ's Kingdom has
crushed all its foes to powder, and Itself has "filled the whole Earth.""®

In these long-enduring "last days," Nation after Nation rust and shall
flow unto the Muntain of the House of the Lord"™ -- until the glory of Cod
fills the Wrld, and Jesus reigns as Lord over "the whole Earth.""® For the
"whol e Earth," declared Daniel, shall yet be enbraced by Christ's Kingdom

Accordingly, "the whole Earth" shall yet be christianized -- no part
except ed. Yes, "the whole Earth" -- not excluding Red China; nor the Mslem
Worl d; nor International Zionism

O Christian, history is on our side! The whole Earth, promises the
prophecy, is yet destined to be conquered by the ommipotent Spirit of Christ
t he Rock. For He permanently indwells H s ever-expanding Church -- and noves
her onward, |ike an ever-rolling Stone.

So on, then, Christian soldiers! On, to Beijing and Meccal! Onward, to
vi ctory!

1746. Dan. 2:31-25, 44f. 1747. Dan. 2:21. 1748. Dan. 2:28,32,38 cf. 7:1,4a.

1749. Dan. 2:32,39.
1750. cf. n. 1785 with Dan. 5:1f,28-31 & 7:5 & esp. 8:1,3,30 & 10:1,20 & 11:2.
1751. Dan. 2:39 cf. v. 32.
1752. Cf. Dan. 7:6 & 8:21f & 11:2-29.
1753. Dani el chapter two's 'fourth kingdomi is Rome Ancient and Early-Medi aeval .
Dan. 2:33,40; 7:7,17,20-24; 8:9-13,23f; 9:26f; 11:30f; 12:11; M. 23:37f; 24:1-
2,15f,28; M. 13:1-4;

Mc. 13:14-18; Lk. 21:5-7,20-24; 23:28-30; Rev. 11:8.
1754. Dan. 2:32f.
1755. Dan. 2:40-43 cf. 7:7f and see the study for May 28. See too: Abodah Zarah 2b;
Il Esd. 11 & 12:10-12; Josephus's Antiq. X 210; cf. too Edw. G bbon: The Hi story of
the Decline and Fall of the Roman Enpire, Oxford University Press, London, n.d.,

1'V:192f, at its General Observations following ch. XXXVIII (cf.I1V:90 & IV:97). Al so
note L.E. Froomis The Prophetic Faith of Qur Fathers, Review & Herald Pub. Co.,
Washington D.C., 1950, I|-1W.

1756. Dan. 6:44f cf. Acts 4:10-12 & | Pet. 2:4-8 with Col. 1:13f.
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1757. Dan. 2:32,45; Acts 4:10-12; | Pet. 2:4-8; Ezek. 28:14f; Isa. 14:12-15; Eph.
1:19-21; Rev. 12:1-19; and Froomis op. cit.

1758. Dan. 2:34,41 cf. 7:11-14,24; Lk. 2:1-7,11,30f; 3:1-6f; 4:16-21; 17:20f; Col.
1:13f; Rev. 17:9-12. See too nn. 1755 and nn. 1848-50. See too Froonmis op. cit.

1759. Rev. 11:15. 1760. Dan. 2:43-45. 1761. Dan. 2:45. 1762. Cf. Isa.
28: 16f . 1763. Lk. 1:34f cf. Col. 2:8-11f. 1764. Col. 2:15 cf. Eph. 1:19-21,
1765. Dan. 2:35. 1766. M. 28:19.
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GOD HUM LI ATES, CONVERTS AND EXALTS Kl NG NEBUCHADNEZZAR

Dani el 4 May 24
"I, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up ny eyes to Heaven. Then mny under st andi ng
returned to ne. Then | bl essed the nost High, and | praised and honoured H m
Who keeps on living for ever -- Whose dom nion is an everlasting dom nion, and
VWhose Kingdomis fromgeneration to generation.... Now |, Nebuchadnezzar
prai se and extol and honour the King of Heaven -- all of \Wose works are

truth and all of Wose ways are just. But those who keep on wal ki ng proudly,

n 1767

He is able to abase.

In Dani el chapter two, the great heathen king Nebuchadnezzar recognized
that it was Daniel's God Who reveal ed the nmeani ng of the king' s dream about
the statue and its destruction by the com ng Stone. Daniel's God -- the king
then certainly realized -- was "a God of gods, and a Lord of kings, and a Re-
veal er of secrets."'®

In Daniel chapter three, Jesus Christ -- the Son of God and Pre-incarnate
Lord of all -- spared the lives of Daniel's three friends inside the red-hot
fiery furnace. Nebuchadnezzar then called Daniel's God "bl essed,” and forbad

anyone in his own kingdomto speak agai nst Him

Now, in Daniel chapter four, Daniel's God humliated and converted and
re- exal t ed Nebuchadnezzar. Then the latter praised and extoll ed and honour-
ed Daniel's God as the Mbst High and M ghty God, " and as the very King of
Heaven and Earth. '™

Ki ng Nebuchadnezzar needed to be hunmili ated! After all, He had seen how
Daniel's God interpreted his dream about the statue and the Stone. And he
had al so seen how God had protected Daniel's three friends inside the fiery
f ur nace.

Nevert hel ess, Nebuchadnezzar had still continued to exalt hinself -- and
wi t hout reference to the one true God. For, in sinful pride, "the king spoke
and said: 'ls not this [the] great Babylon that | have built for the house of

o1 1772

t he ki ngdom by the might of my power and for the honour of my majesty

In reply to Nebuchadnezzar's exaltation of hinself, God hunmliated him
For "while the word was [yet] in the king's nouth, there fell a voice from
Heaven, saying: 'O king Nebuchadnezzar, to you it is spoken! The kingdom has
departed from youl!

Now t hey shall drive you away from manki nd, and your dwelling-place shal
be with the beasts of the field. They shall nake you to eat grass |ike oxen
And seven tinmes shall pass over you until you acknow edge that the Mst High
rules in the kingdomof nmen and gives it to whonever He wi shes.'

"The sane hour, this happened to Nebuchadnezzar. Then he was driven
away from manki nd, and ate grass |i ke oxen, and his body became wet with dew
fromHeaven -- till his hair grew |like eagles' feathers, and his nails like
birds' claws."'"

CGod deposed the great enperor Nebuchadnezzar. The Lord took away his
sanity. God drove himaway fromall hunman society, and reduced him al nost to
the state of an aninmal -- until he acknow edged t he suprene Kingship of Al-
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m ghty God. For God told the king He would do this: "until you acknow edge
t hat theukbst High rules in the ki ngdom of nen, and gives it to whonmsoever He
wi shes!"

Happily, this divine humliation of Nebuchadnezzar led to his conversion.
"Then at the end of the days |, Nebuchadnezzar, lifted up nmy eyes to Heaven.
Then my understanding returned to ne. Then | bl essed the Mst High, and
prai sed and honoured H m Who keeps on living for ever -- \Wose domnion is an
ever | asting dom nion, and Whose Kingdomis fromgeneration to generation...
"Al'l the inhabitants of the Earth are reputed as nothing.... He does Hi s
will in the Army of Heaven and anbng those who inhabit the Earth.... No- body
can stay His hand or say to Hm 'Wat are You doing? """

Nebuchadnezzar | ooked to God; blessed Him praised H m and honoured H m
Then he subjected hinmself to the total sovereignty of the Lord of |ords and
the Suprene King over all the Earth.

Comments Calvin: "It was an act, then, of special grace...
Nebuchadnezzar was chastised for the tine, by the hand of God -- to cause his
repentance, and his owning God's entire sway over the whole World."

Al so the Geneva Bible comments that Nebuchadnezzar "confesses God's will
to be the rule of all justice and a nost perfect Law whereby He governs both
man and angel s and devils.... None ought to murmur or ask a reason of His
doi ngs, but only to stand content therewith and give Hmthe glory."

After Nebuchadnezzar's conversion to the Lord, God again highly exalted
hi m God restored Nebuchadnezzar's reason, his kingdom his honour, his
bri ght ness, his counsellors, and his nobl es.

Said the king: "At the sane tine, nmy reason returned to ne. And the
glory of ny kingdom ny honour and bright-ness, returned to ne. And ny
counsel l ors and nmy nobl es sought ne. And | was lre-]established in my
ki ngdom and excell ent majesty was added to me."""

As with Job, so too with Nebuchadnezzar. CGod restored nmore than He ever
took away from him-- after Nebuchadnezzar turned his |ife over conpletely in-
to the hand of the Almghty. Indeed, it would seemthat God enpowered
Nebuchadnezzar after this to go on and conquer even the whole of idolatrous

Egypt .

As evidence of this, it is instructive to realize that Nebuchadnezzar
henceforth testified about the Lord and His dealings with him He gave God
all the glory.

“"Now |, Nebuchadnezzar," exulted the king, "praise and extol and honour
the King of Heaven -- all of Whose works are truth and all of Wose ways are
just. But those that keep on wal king proudly, He is able to abase."'

The king then put his nbney where his nouth now was. Hence he now nade

even a public profession of his new religion.

He procl ai ned: "Nebuchadnezzar the king, unto all People, Nations, and
Languages that dwell on all the Earth. Peace be multiplied to you!

"I thought it good to advertize the signs and wonders which the H gh God
has done to ne. How great are Hi s signs! And how m ghty are H s wonders!
Hi s Kingdomis an everlasting kingdom and His domnion is fromgeneration to
generation!' """

O Chri sti an! God broke the m ghty Nebuchadnezzar, enperor of the whole

civilized World. Then the Lord converted him and made himHi s faithful wt-
ness. Simlarly, if He so wishes, God can even today easily hunble proud
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tyrants like the | eaders of Red China, and al so convert themto Christ -- and
then use even themto christianize their domains.

Take courage, then, fellow Christian! The battle for Christ's contro
of this present World and all its inhabitants, is not |ost. To the contrary.
It has barely begun.

So on, then, Christian soldiers! On to Beijing and Mecca! Onward, to
vi ctory!

1767. Dan. 4:34,37. 1768. Dan. 2:47. 1769. Dan. 3:25, 28f. 1770. Dan.
4: 2f . 1771. Dan. 4:37. 1772. Dan. 4:30. 1773. Dan. 4:23-33. 1774.
Dan. 4:28-32. 1775. Dan. 4:34f. 1776. Dan. 4:36. 1777. Dan. 4:37.

1778. Dan. 4:1-3.
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GOD OVERTURNS PAGAN EMPI RES AND REMOVES THEI R DOM NI ON

Daniel 7:1f May 25

"I kept on looking till the thrones were overthrown [or set right] and the
Anci ent of days sat down. Hi s garnent was white as snow and the hair of H's
head |i ke pure wool. His Throne was like the fiery flane. And its wheels
were |ike burning fire. A fiery streamissued and came forth from before

H m MIllions mnistered to Hm and scores of mllions stood before H m
The Judgrment was set, and the books were opened.

"I kept on |ooking, even till the beast was slain and his body destroyed and
given over to the burning flanme. As regards the rest of the beasts, they had
t heir dom ni on taken away. Yet their lives were prolonged for a season and

a t| me n 1779

After the days of Nebuchadnezzar, Daniel hinmself had a dream ™  That
occurred in the first year of Belshazzar, the new ki ng of Babyl on,

The neaning of this dreamwas very simlar to Daniel's inspired
i nterpretati on of king Nebuchadnezzar's previous dream about the four-tiered
statue or the human i mage whi ch was destroyed by the Stone Wiich replaced it.
For also Daniel's dream was about the four World-enpires, and the succeeding
Wor | d-wi de Reign of Christ.

In Daniel's own dream he saw four great Beasts cone up in succession one

after the other. They came up out of the sea'™ -- which sea is the synbol of
the great Nations of the Wrld."  This points to the dominion which each
successi ve Beast or Wrld-enpire -- each inits owm time -- would then wield

over all the Nations of the then-known civilized Wrl d.

The first Beast in Daniel's dream corresponds to the gol den head of the
statue in king Nebuchadnezzar's dream This first Beast represents the
Babyl oni an Worl d-enpire of which Nebuchadnezzar hinself had been the head. ™
In Daniel's dreamthe first Beast "was like a lion, and had eagle's w ngs.""

Precisely a winged |lion was the well-known synbol of this Babyl oni an
enpire. I ndeed, that was the very synbol used for it -- even in the tinmes of
its kings Nebuchadnezzar and Bel shazzar

The second Beast corresponds to the statue's thorax with the two silver
arms, in king Nebuchadnezzar's dream Thi s second Beast represents the one
dual Worl d-enpire of the Medes and Persians which succeeded the Babyl oni an
Worl d-empire. Thus the Reforners, Matthew Henry, Keil, Zoeckler, C H Wight,
Bout fl ower, the 1955 Catholic Commentary, Leupold, E.J. Young, and others.

In Daniel's dream this second Beast is "like a bear.... It raised
itself up on one side.""® This indicates that one side of this dual Medo-
Persian Worl d-enpire -- the Persian side -- would ultimtely predon nate over
t he ot her. For this World-empire's | eadership under Darius the Mede, woul d
ultimately pass over to Cyrus the Persian. '

The third Beast corresponds to the brass abdonen and belly of the statue
i n ki ng Nebuchadnezzar's dream This third Beast represented the Worl d-wi de
Grecian enpire of Al exander the Great of Macedonia, ™ which woul d succeed the
dual Worl d-enpire of Medo- Persi a.

433



In Daniel's dream this third Beast is said to be "like a | eopard which
had -- upon its back -- four bird-like wings. The beast also had four heads;
and domi ni on was given to it.""®

Thi s winged | eopard synbolizes the astonishing speed with which Al exander
the Geat |eaped across the face of the civilized Wrld. It fairly flew --
from Macedonia and Illyria and Greece in the West; to as far as India in

East .

It also hurtled fromthe Black Sea in the North; to as far as Egypt in
the South. It donminated all those regions within the space of but a few short
years.

The four wings and the four heads of this |eopard, were also highly
symnbol i cal . They refer to the four Hellenistic kingdonms into which this
Grecian Enpire divided up after Al exander's death.

The fourth Beast corresponds to the iron |l egs and clay feet of the statue
i n ki ng Nebuchadnezzar's dream This fourth beast represents the subsequent
and wi despread Ronman Enpire. Thus: all extant Pre-Christian Israelitic
witings; all extant Post-Christian Judaistic docunents; practically all of
the Early-Church and Medi aeval Theol ogi ans; and all of the Refornationa
witers such as Luther and Calvin and the Geneva Bible. "

For Rome consuned the four remant pieces of the third alias the G ecian

Enpi re. I ndeed, Rev. Dr. Adam Cl arke points out in his Cormentary on this
very chapter Daniel seven that Rome conquered Macedon in B.C. 168; Perganps in
B.C. 133; Syria in B.C. 65; and Egypt in about B.C. 30 -- just before Christ

cane and set up His Om Messianic Kingdomultinately to overthrow Rone and al
other anti-christ-ian powers.

In Daniel's dour dream this fourth Beast was "dreadful and terrible and
exceedingly strong.... It had great iron teeth...and ten horns."'™

States the great Historian Edward G bbon in his Decline and Fall of the
Roman Enpire,

t he Babyl oni an and Persi an and
Grecian enpires in Daniel
two's "imge of gold or silver
or brass that serve [to
depict] Nations and their

ki ngs -- were successfully
broken by the 'iron nonarchy'
of)Rogg (see Daniel 11:31-
40)."

Very clearly -- the iron teeth of the fourth Beast in Daniel's own dream
(in chapter seven), correspond to the iron legs of the inmage representing the
fourth Wrld-enpire in king Nebuchadnezzar's earlier dream ™ And the ten
horns of the fourth Beast in Daniel's own dream correspond to the ten toes on
the feet of the inage regresenting the fourth Wirld-enpire in king
Nebuchadnezzar's dream '™

These ten toes and ten horns in Daniel chapters two and seven, also cor-
respond to the ten horns of the Beast that rose up out of the sea in the Book
of Revelation.'®  They can refer only to the various parts of the |ater Roman
Enpire -- as the successor to all the previous great Wrld-enpires, from
Babyl on the great onward. '™

But the heathen Ronan Enpire, together with the renmant s of all the pre-

ceding Wrld-enpires which it incorporated into itself, ' was doomed. For
God woul d send Christ to destroy these four thrones and also the fourth Beast,
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and to give Judgnent against themall.

Wote Dani el concerning his vision about the future: ™ "I kept on
| ooki ng, even until the [fourth] Beast was slain, and his body destroyed and
gi ven over to the burning flane. As concerning the rest of the Beasts --
they had their doninion taken away....

"I kept on looking till the thrones were overthrown [or put right] and
t he Anci ent of days sat down. Hi s garnent was white as snow and the hair of
His head |ike pure wool . "'

As regards the four World-enmpire rulers on this Earth, "the thrones were
overthrown." As regards the Heavenly Rul e of the earthly saints of Christ,
"the thrones were put right.""®  Thus Luther, Calvin, the Geneva Bible,
Mat t hew Henry, Al bert Barnes, and others. ™

In principle: these events took place at the tinme of the Resurrection,
Ascensi on, and Heavenly Session of Jesus Christ. For this "Ancient of days"
wi th snow white garment and wool -1i ke hair, was God-in-Christ Hinself.

This God-in-Christ, is the triunmphant Son of God. He, after H s
Ascension into Heaven, mounted to the Throne of the Universe on the right hand
of God the Father -- as the Son of man at Hi s Om Heavenly Session.

It was God-in-Christ, the risen Son of nman, Wiose "head and hair were
i ke wool as white as snow. " Thus the Apostle John's description of Hmin
t he Book of Revel ation.

It was this same God-in-Christ Who, in Daniel's prophecies, is the Stone
cut fromthe mountain wthout human hands. He is the One, in king
Nebuchadnezzar's dream " Who destroyed the four heathen World-enpires -- when
He smote the Roman feet of the image.

It was, then, God-in-Christ -- Whose Throne was like the fiery flane.
And its wheels were like a burning fire.
"Afiery streamissued and cane forth frombefore H m MIllions mnistered
to Hm and scores of nillions stood before Hm The judgrment was set, and

n 1799

t he books were opened.

For this God-in-Christ passed judgnent on all the principalities and

powers of the World -- in the Resurrection and Ascensi on and Heavenly Session
of the immortalized Second Adam Jesus Chri st. Consequently, even now, God-
in-ChrimosOt is continuing to gather unto Hinself many scores of nmillions of His
el ect.

The 1560 Geneva Bible of Knox and Whittingham decl ares that the reference
to 'the thrones' which were overthrovvn means "the places where God...would
cone to judge these [four] rmnarch| es. I ndeed, that "Judgrment woul d begin
at the First Coming of Christ."'

Hence the phrase 'the Judgnent was set and the books were opened' neans
"the First Coming of Christ." For Daniel in his vision foresaw "these [four]
enpires...suddenly destroyed at the [First] Coming of Christ [the Lord]....
God and Hi s Angels judge the four bestial kingdonms -- beginning at the First
Com ng of Christ."

I ndeed, Matthew Henry and Al bert Barnes and the Calvinistic Afrikaans
Bible with Explanatory Notes and Edward J. Young all insist that the phrase
"thrones were overthrown' is better rendered "the Throne was put right."
Consequently, this indeed seens to refer to the erection of Christ's Messianic
Throne at the tinme of His Incarnation and Ascensi on and Heavenly Session, in
the days of the fourth alias the Ronan Enpire which would be cast down
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precisely by the establishment of Christ's Messianic Throne. '

Calvin is even nore specific. He applies the scene in Daniel (7:9-11) -
- the scene of the Judgnment against the earthly kingdons or thrones -- to the
Lord Christ's Om Heavenly Session, right after H s Ascension

"This form of speech,” says Calvin, "was very appropriate for denoting
the Com ng of Christ. For God then displayed H s supreme power -- as Pau
cites a passage fromthe Psalns (68:8), in Ephesians 4:8 ['You have ascended
on high'].

"When the subject treated is the First Conming of Christ, it ought not to
be restricted to the thirty-three years of His sojourn in the Wrld. But it
enbraces Hi s Ascension. ..

"Dani el appropriately relates how God was seated, when the First Advent

of Christ is depicted.... CGod, therefore -- Who had seened for so many ages
not to care for Hs elect People -- ascended H s Tribunal at the Advent of
Christ....

"I refer the phrase 'the books were opened' to the preaching of the
Cospel . ... Thus the Prophet with great propriety says 'the Beast was slain'
-- shortly after the promul gati on of the Gospel.. ..

"Al'l this occurred in fulfilnment of what God had shown to Hi s Prophet,
nanely [to what woul d occur] after the comi ng of Christ and the opening of the
books. That is, after the know edge whi ch shone upon the Wirld through the

preachi ng of the Gospel -- the destruction of that fourth Beast and of the
Roman Enpire was close at hand." Thus Cal vi n.

O Christian, God-in-Christ has nowin principle destroyed all the anti-
christ-ian Wrl d-enpires! Therefore, let us now go forward, preaching and/or
wi tnessing, in a great nmopping-up operation -- and christianize those Wrl d-
enpires in practice too! I ndeed, let us do so in the Nane of the Lord -- and
on the basis of the finished work of God-in-Christ!

So on, then, Christian soldiers! Onward, to victory!

1779. Dan. 7:9-12. 1780. Dan. 7:1. 1781. Dan. 7:3.

1782. Dan. 7:17 cf. Rev. 13:1 & 17:1,5, 15. 1783. Dan. 2:32, 38. 1784. Dan.
7:4. 1785. Cf. n. 1750. 1786. Dan. 7:5.

1787. Cf. Dan. 9:1; 10:1,20; 11:1f; Il Chr. 36:20 to Ezra 1:1-4. 1788. Cf. n.

1752.

1789. Dan. 7:7 cf. chs. 8 & 9 & 10 to 12 & M. ch. 24 with n. 1753. The foll ow ng
B.C. authorities all claimbDan. 7's fourth ki ngdomwas the Anci ent Roman Enpire
Daniel, circa B.C. 555; the 3rd-century B.C. Septuagi nt Paraphrase of Dan. 11:30 (=
"Romans"); the B.C. Tal nud (Abodah Zarah Qb); the Targuns on |V Ezra 12:10; and the

M drash. Al so: Paul of Tars- us, A.D. 55 (in Il Th. 2:3f); the Apostle John
around A D. 65f (in Rev. 13:1 to 18:2f), Josephus around A.D. 75 (in Antiqg. X 210);
Johanan ben Zakkai (A.D. 80); Il Esdras (A.D. 85); Epistle of Barnabas 4 (A D. 90);

Justin Martyr (160); lIrenaeus (185); Tertullian (200); Hippolytus (220); the
Sibylline Oracles (250); Victorinus of Pettau (300); Lactantius (300); the Council of
Ni cea (325); Eusebius (330); Aphrahat (350); Athanasius (370); Cyril (385);
Chrysostom (400); Jerome and his Latin Vulgate at Dan. 11:30 etc. (400); Sul picius
Severus (420); Augustine (430); Isidore of Pelusium (450); Theodoret (455); Andreas
of Caesarea (630); Sardus d' Aberga (640); Bede (730); Berengaud (870); Saadi a ben
Joseph al - Fayyum (900); Pirke Rabbi de Eliezer (940); Jephet ibn Ali (970); Rash
Sol oron ben I saac (1080); Rupert of Deutz (1120); Abraham ben Ezra (1160); Peter
Conestor (1170); Wal do and the Wal densians (1170); Mbses ben Mai non (1200); Eberhardt
of Sal zburg (1240); Thomas Aqui nas (1327); Levi ben Gershom (1344); John We (1379);
Walter Brute (1393); Don Isaac ben Judah Abravanel (1505); Luther (1522);

Cecol anpadi us (1530); Joseph ben David ben Yachya (1535); Melanchthon (1543);

GCsi ander (1545); Latimer (1553); N cholas von Ansdorff (1554); Bullinger (1557);
Virgil Solis (1560); the Geneva Bible (1660); John Calvin (1561); Jewell (1562);
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Chytraeus (1572); Cranmer (1582); Napier (1593); James | (1600); Downham (1603);
Brightman (1618); Mede (1631); the Dutch States Bible (1637); John Cotton (1639);
Gerhard (1643); Roger WIlliams (1644); John Elliott (1644); Thonas Parker (1646);
Tillinghast (1655); Increase Mather (1672); Matthew Poole (1685); Jurieu (1685); Lowth
(1700); Cocceius (1701); Cotton Mather (1702); Matthew Henry (1707); Sir |saac Newton
(1727); Jonathan Edwards (1739); John WIllison (1745); Bishop Thormas Newton (1754);
John Philip Petri (1768); John Brown of Haddi ngton (1792); Sanuel Hopkins (1793);

G S. Faber (1804); Thomas Scott (1809); Andrew Fuller (1810); Adam d arke (1813);

W liam Cunni nghame (1813); T.H Horne (1818); Al exander Keith (1828); James H. Begg
(1831); Daniel WIson (1836); Edward Bickersteth (1836); Al bert Barnes (1845);
Patrick Fairbairn (1865); H C. Leupold (1946); B.H Carroll (1948); E.J. Young
(1949); R J. Rushdoony (1970) and nany nore. See Frooms op. cit.

1790. Dan. 7:7. 1791. Dan. 7:7 cf. 2:33,40. 1792. Dan. 7:7 cf. 2:34,41-43.
1793. Cf. n. 1792 & Rev. 17:3,7,12,16 & 13:1.

1794. Rev. 13:1f cf. Dan. 7:1-7 & Rev. 17:3,9,18 & 18:2 & | Pet. 3:13 & Il Pet. 1:13f

& Jn. 21:18f & esp. Dan. 7:7f cf. 9:27 & 11:31 & M. 24:15,28; etc

1795. Dan. 7:11f.

1796. Dan. 7:9. Here, Luther has "cast down" or "set up." Calvin has: "set up the
thrones" of Christ and of the Christians. The Dutch States Bible has: "God's

j udgnment against the bestial kingdons." Mat t hew Pool e has: "worldly kingdons
overthrown." Mat t hew Henry has "Christ's throne set up." Adam C ar ke has "pagan
t hrones cast down." Al bert Barnes has: "cast down or set up." The
A.B.E.N. has: "were made right." And Edward J. Young has: "placed set."

Consequently, this phrase (Dan. 7:9) clearly refers to the "tearing down" of the evi
thrones of this Wrld' s enpires, as well as the "setting up" of the Messianic or
"Fifth Monarchy" Kingdom of Jesus Christ which precisely thereby replaces them

1797. Rev. 1:13f. 1798. Dan. 2:45, 34, 41-44. 1799. Dan. 7:9-11. 1800
Cf. Eph. 1:19-22 & Col. 2:8-15
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CHRI ST' S ASCENSI ON | NTO HEAVEN THE HI NGE OF HI STORY

Dani el 7:12f May 26

"As concerning the rest of the Beasts, they had their dom nion taken away.

Yet their lives were prolonged for a season and a tinme. | saw, in the night,
Vi si ons. And | ook, One Iike the Son of man came with the clouds of Heaven
and came to the Ancient of days. And they brought Hm[the Son of man] near
before Him[the Ancient of days]. Then there was [by God the Father] given
H m[the Son of man] Dom nion and G ory and a Kingdom so that all People and
Nat i ons and Languages shoul d serve Him Hi s Domi nion is an Ever-  asting

Dom ni on, which shall not pass away. And H' s Kingdomis that which shall not
be destroyed." "™

The question as to when Christ the Son of man overthrows the four beasts
or heathen Worl d-enpires, has been answered variously in Christian circles.
From ancient tines right down till way beyond the age of the Protestant Re-
formation, Christians alnmost to a man believed this started to occur in
principle already when the risen Christ ascended i nto Heaven and sat down at
the right hand of God the Father. They al so believe that it then continued
to occur nore and nore in practice -- ever since then

Thus, the Saviour's Rule and Hi s overthrow of unbelief is seen as
progressi ve. Bot h have comenced; and both shall continue until they have
becomre Wrld-wide -- also as far as their human recognition is concerned.
Such is the perspective of Optimstic Amllennialism and also of al nbst al
types of Postmllennialism

More recently, however, under the influence of what | cal
"Pessimllennialism -- some have alleged things will only go frombad to
worse for Christianity, in "the latter days' (until the Saviour comes back to
Earth again). Leading brands of Pessimllennialismare: Pessimstic
Am |l ennialism alnmost all types of Premillennialism and especially
Di spensational i sm

Dr. Gary North, in his 1990 book MIlennialismand Social Theory, has a
whol e chapter titled: Pessinillennialism There he begins: "Christian
Reconstructionists, as both postmllennial and theononic, have fromthe
begi nni ng chal l enged the two rival dom nant eschatol ogi cal theories,
prem |l ennialismand anmillennialism('pessimllennialism as N gel Lee has
identified them), both of which deny that Christianity will be dom nant
culturally or any other way when Jesus Christ returns physically to bring His
Judgnent . "

Also in his 1990 book Tools of Dom nion (page 82), North has observed:
"Antinonm ans deny the existence of this inheritance systemin history. Thi s
anti nom an vi ewpoi nt regarding the systematic | ong-term outworking of God's
vi si bl e covenant judgnents in the Christian era |leads directly to what F. N
Lee has termed pessimllennialism referring to both premllennialismand
amllennialism?"

Prem |l ennialists in general and Di spensationalists in particular allege
Christ overthrows the Wirld-enpires only at H's future Second Com ng together
with His previously-raptured saints inmediately prior to setting up Hs
M1l ennial Earthly Reign in the city of Jerusal em Yet others, including
Pessinmstic Anillennialists, believe this overthrow of the clearly Anti -
Christian World-Order will occur in practice only at and i mediately after the
Fi nal Judgnent.
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Dani el stated the lives of the four Beasts or heathen Wrl d-enpires woul d
continue in practice, beyond the loss of their domnion in principle. This is
surely true of the remants of the first three Beasts which even after their
donmi ni on had been taken away fromthem one after the other, still yet
continued to live on also under the succeeding fourth or Roman Beast.'”

"As concerning the rest of the Beasts" -- that is, the remains of the
first three Beasts alias those prior to the fourth one just discussed -- "they
had their dom nion taken away. Yet their lives were prolonged."

"hey continued to live for a "season and tine"*® -- until God conpletely
takes away their lives in practice too, when Hs Spirit-guided Children start
enjoying their inheritance by di spossessing the heathen Wrl d-enpires which

had illegally usurped the inheritance of God's saints. For the neek, says the
Lord Jesus, shall inherit the Earth. ™

Yet what is true of the first three Beasts -- is true of the fourth Beast
t 0o. For Daniel "kept on |ooking even until the [fourth]* Beast was sl ain,

n 1805

and his body destroyed and given to the burning flane.

Nevert hel ess, here again, the life of the fourth Beast too; did continue
on in practice, for quite a while. This would be the case, even after its
unchal | enged dom ni on had been destroyed in principle.

Even today, the life of the heathen Wrld-enmpire system may i ndeed
continue for yet a while -- in practice. In that regard, Hi story repeats
itself.

For, as regards both the Pagan Roman Empire and its predecessors, "their
lives were prolonged for a season and a tine." But their dom nion, however,
was abruptly term nated by the establishnment of the Dom nion of Christ's Om
Worl d-wi de Kingdom-- in its place.

Wote Daniel: "I saw, in the night, visions. And | ook, One |like the Son
of man cane with the clouds of Heaven and came to the Ancient of days. And
t hey brought Him[the Son of man] near before Hm[the Ancient of days]. Then
there was given H m[the Son of nman], Dom nion and Gory and a Kingdom-- so
that all People and Nati ons and Languages shoul d serve Him His Dominion is
an Everlasting Dom nion, which shall not pass away. And H s Kingdomis that
whi ch shall not be destroyed"™ -- as were the four previous Wrl d-enpires.

When, then, is the dom nion of the heathen Worl d-enpire systemto be
br oken? 1801Daniel's i nspired answer is -- when Christ cones "with the cl ouds of
Heaven."

However , precisely the latter words referring to Christ's Coming "with
the clouds of Heaven"™™ have been m sunderstood by very many Christians.
For some have quite wongly referred the fulfilnment of this prophecy, to the
as-yet-still-future Second Coming of Christ at the end of our Newer
Testanent's adnministrati on of the Covenant of G ace.

Now it is indeed perfectly true that Jesus will surely cone again, back

to our Earth -- with the clouds of Heaven, at the close of our Newer Testanent
Age. But it is equally true that Jesus visibly ascended fromour Earth "with
t he cl ouds of Heaven" -- at the beginning of our Newer Testanment Age, after

Hi s resurrection fromthe dead.

For on the day He ascended from H s Apostles into Heaven, Jesus was taken
up; and a cloud received H mout of their sight." I ndeed, two angelic
Messengers then assured H's astoni shed Apostles that "this sanme Jesus, Wio has
been taken up fromyou into Heaven, shall so cone in |like manner as you have
seen Himgo to Heaven. "™
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n 1801

Now Daniel's reference to Jesus' coming "with the clouds of Heaven
refers to H's Ascension on the clouds into Heaven, and not to H s Second
Com ng back from Heaven. For, declares Daniel, "the Son of nan canme with the
cl ouds of Heaven and came to the Ancient of days. And they brought H m|[the
Son] near before Him|[God the Father]."™

It should therefore be noted that Jesus' coming with the clouds of Heaven
in Daniel's prophecy, was a coming to His heavenly Father -- a conming to the
Anci ent of days. It is not Jesus' as-yet-still-future comng fromHi s Fat her
back to our Earth.

Furthernore, at the coming of Jesus with the clouds of Heaven referred to
in Dani el chapter seven, "they" brought Jesus near before the Father. They
brought Jesus near before or in front of the Father, on the Son's arrival back
in Heaven after the term nation of H s earthly work of reconciliation

The word "they" here apparently refers to God' s Angels. At any rate --
“"they" brought Christ near before the Father inmediately after H s Ascension
That occurred just before the tine when the Son sat down on the right hand of

Hi s heavenly Father. For Christ was near before the Father when Jesus sat
down on the Throne of the Universe at H s Heavenly Session -- as the risen Son
of man -- in order to rule the Heavens and the Earth fromH s Om heavenly

Seat of Governnent.

The above interpretation is that of the Geneva Bible, John Calvin, the
Dutch States Bible of the Synod of Dordt, Matthew Pool e, Mtthew Henry,
Jonat han Edwards, Adam O arke, David Brown, Fairbairn, van Proosdij, B.H
Carroll, and many ot hers. | mredi ately bel ow, we shall prove this by giving
gquotations fromthe first three of these authorities.

Let us first hear the early Puritans' view of Daniel 7:13f, in their 1560
CGeneva Bible -- witten by John Knox and by Ms. John Calvin's brother-in-|aw
Rev. Dr. WIIliam Whittingham There, on the words 'the Son of nman canme on
t he cl ouds of Heaven and approached unto the Ancient of days' -- the Geneva
Bi bl e comrents: "To wit, when He ascended into the Heavens...and all power was
given to Hmin respect of that He was our Mediator."

Dani el said: "Then there was [by the Father] given H m[the Son of man]
Dom nion and dory and a Kingdom so that all People and Nations and Languages
shoul d serve Hm™" Here, the Geneva Bible coments: "This is nmeant of the
begi nni ng of Christ's Kingdom when God the Father gave unto H mall Doninion
as to the Mediator, to the intent that He should govern here His Church on
Earth continually, till the time that He brought themto eternal life."

Let us also hear Rev. Professor Dr. John Calvin's 1561 comrent on these
sane verses (Daniel 7:13f). "'He cane to the Ancient of days.' This, in ny
j udgrment, ought to be explained of Christ's Ascension. For He then commenced
Hi s Reign, as we see in nunberl ess passages of Scripture.... He now arrives
at the Ancient of days -- that is, when He ascends to Heaven, because H s
di vine naj esty was then reveal ed. ..

"After Christ had passed through the period of H's self-abasenent, ac-
cording to Paul (Philippians 2:7) He ascended into Heaven and a Domi ni on was
best owed upon Hm-- as the Prophet says in the next verse [Daniel 7:14]....
We may collect fromit how the Personage previously nentioned, arrived at the
Anci ent of days Wwo is Cod...

"' Power was given to Hm' For al though Christ truly ascended into
Heaven, Matthew 28:18 [cf. too especially Luke 24:47-51f and Acts 1:8-10f] --
yet we ought clearly to weigh the purpose of H s doing so. It was to acquire

t he suprene power in Heaven and on Earth, as He Hi nmsel f says."

Calvin then goes on to say that "Paul also nentions this purpose [of
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Christ's Heavenly Session] in the first and second chapters of the Ephesians
(chapters 1:21 & 2:7)." There, the Apostle was thinking apparently about
Daniel's statenent "that all Nations and Peopl e and Tongues should serve Hm"
Says Calvin: "W have shown how this [Daniel 7:14] ought properly to be
under st ood of the commencenent of the Reign of Christ -- and ought not to be
connected with its final close.... This vision suits very well wth many
assertions of Christ, where He bears witness to the power given H m by the
Fat her (Matthew 28:18 and el sewhere). He does not here speak of the Last
Judgnent, but is teaching us the object only of H's Ascension to Heaven.

"This view the Prophet [Daniel] confirns, by saying: 'Hi s Domnion is the
Dom nion of an age which is not taken away -- and H's Kingdom can never be
corrupted' or abolished... But when the Prophet says Christ's Dominion is
Eternal, he doubtless signifies the constant endurance of H's Monarchy even to
the end of the World."

Agai n, the Dutch States Bi bl e conm ssioned by the 1618 'T-U-L-1-P" Synod
of Dordt, makes the followi ng corments on Daniel 7:13f: "After He [Christ] had
performed the nmystery of our salvation here on Earth, He would ascend to Hi s
Father in Heaven and sit down and rule at H's right hand.... FromH m[the
Father], He [Christ] received Honour and d ory and Domi ni on over everything
that can be naned....

"This is a spiritual Kingdom-- in which He rules in the nidst of His
enem es through the powerful preaching of the Gospel in the hearts of the
elect, as well as by controlling the reprobate.... A great nultitude from

all Nations and Peopl es and Languages of the entire World shall glorify H m
as too shall H's enenies by receiving their righteous punishment."

It was, then, at the time of Christ's Heavenly Session after Hi s
Resurrection and Ascension -- and not at the tine of H's as-yet-still-future
Second Coming -- that "the thrones [of all the heathen Wrl d-enpires] were
cast down" precisely when the Throne of Christ's Wrld-enpire was set up.
For it was at Christ's Heavenly Session -- not subsequently -- that the Father
gave the enthroned Son of man His Universal Doninion over all the Earth. *®

Indeed, at Christ's exaltation -- beginning with Hi s Resurrection and
Ascensi on and Heavenly Session -- "there was given H m Dom nion and d ory and
a Kingdom so that all People and Nations and Languages shoul d serve H m
His Dominion is an Everlasting Dom nion, which shall not pass away. And Hs
Ki ngdomis that which shall not be destroyed. "™

Ri ght now, then, all People and Nations and Languages must and shall be
brought to serve H m Hence the inperative conmand of the risen Christ's
Great Commission to His Church through her Mnisters of the Wrd and
Sacraments -- to go forth into all the Wrld and to turn all Nations into His
Di sci pl es. ***°

For unto the resurrected Christ, all power in Heaven and Earth was given
-- just before He ascended into Heaven.™’ And there, "was given H m Dom ni on
and dory and a Kingdom so that all People and Nations and Languages shoul d
serve H m"*

Right now, H s Kingdom has already been established here on Earth. ™ It
shal | not pass away nor be destroyed.

Indeed, it shall itself destroy the passing-away kingdons of the anti -
christs. For the gates of Hell shall not prevail against -- not keep on
being able to withstand -- the onslaught of the already-established Church of
Christ. For He Himself shall build it -- and further and further constantly
keep on extending it -- into all the World. ™

O Christian, Christ's Ascension and Heavenly Session was the turning
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point of all History! Qur Earth is even now His Domain -- in principle.
And, through the Spirit-led efforts of Christ's Church, it is becomng H's

domain nore and nmore -- in practice too.
Let the Church then go forth and proclaimthat Jesus rules now | ndeed,
His earthly rule is still expanding.

Jesus shall reign where' er the sun
dot h her successive journeys run
Hi s Kingdom stretch fromshore to shore

till moons shall wax and wane no nore.
So on, then, Christian soldiers! Onward, to victory!
1801. Dan. 7:12-14 cf. Lk. 19:12. 1802. Cf. Rev. 13:1f. 1803. Dan. 7:12c.
1804. M. 5:5. 1805. Dan. 7:7,11. 1806. Dan. 7:13f. 1807. Acts 1:8-11.
1808. M. 28:18-20; Acts 2:30-35; Eph. 1:19-22; Col. 2:8-15; 3:1f; Heb. 1:3,13 &
10: 12f. 1809. Dan. 7:14. 1810. M. 28:19. 1811. Col. 1:13. 1812.

M. 16:18 cf. 28:18-20.
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SAI NTS OF THE MOST H GH TAKE OVER WORLD- EMPI RES
Dani el 7:17f May 27

"The great Beasts, which are four, are four kingdons which shall arise out of
the Earth. Yet the saints of the Mdst High shall take possession of the
ki ngdom and mai ntain possession of it for ever, even for ever and ever."™®

Christ's Ascension is the turning point of all History. Henceforth, the
ki ngdonms of the World have in principle already now becorme the Ki ngdom of our
Lord and of His Christ."™

On the basis of Christ's Ascension and Heavenly Session at the right hand
of God the Father, the Children of God and the faithful-in-Christ here and now

on Earth are also to take possession of the Kingdom-- at least in principle.
Indeed, it is nowtheir further job to take conpl ete possession of all the

ki ngdons of the Earth -- for God -- in practice too. For everywhere, God's
Ki ngdomwi | | yet consume and replace all other kingdomns.

Thi s Ki ngdom of God, of which we are to take possession in practice, is
very earthly -- very nmuch 'down to Earth.' At least initially, it was geo-
graphically co-extensive with the four heathen Wrl d-ki ngdons whi ch preceded
Christ's first-century-A D. establishment of His Om Ki ngdom Acts 2:9-11

It is, of course, quite true that Christ's Kingdomis not "world-ly' --
as regards its inception. It is "not of this World" -- neaning not fromthis
Wor | d. For it is "not from hence"; not "fromhere on Earth."*

Nor is Christ's Kingdoma "world-ly" kingdomas regards its ethical qual-
ty. For it was not brought up fromthe infernal regions -- but brought down
rom Heaven. **°

I ndeed, there is nothing 'worldly' (or sinful) about it at all.™  Yet
Christ's Kingdom however unique, is nevertheless earthly.”® And now that it
has been established right here on Earth®® -- it is destined to keep on
expanding, until it fills this whole Earth.

Now "t hese great Beasts, which are four, are four kings which shall arise
out of the Earth. Yet the saints of the Most High shall take possession of
t he ki ngdom "**

Thus the Earth controlled by the four kings, is the same ki ngdom or
territory as that which the saints of the Mdst High shall take. The latter
are seen to do so nost conspicuously after the four kingdonms have run their
course -- and when they have subsequently been occupied by Christ's saints;
that is, been conquered by Christians.

On the basis of Christ's Ascension and Heavenly Session which at |east in

principle ternminated the fourth kingdom then -- Christ's earthly saints are
now to take possession of the kingdom-- and ultimately will indeed do so.™
They are to take over the control of the four kingdonms -- for the sake of that

Christ Who conquered them And they are then to adm nister this sane area,
in the new Real mof the "fifth" Kingdom-- to the glory of Cod.

The four heathen kings totally controlled all of the political, economc

scientific, artistic, literary, legal and religious aspects of their kingdomns.
So too, King Jesus now controls all of the political, econonic, scientific,
artistic, literary, legal and religious aspects of H's Kingdom Al

opposition to Hhmis now H gh Treason.
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Yet so too, under Christ, the saints of the Most Hi gh are progressively
to take over the control of things. Thi s means that Christians should now
aimat controlling all of the political, economic, scientific, artistic,
literary, legal and religious aspects of all things right here on Earth --
solely to the glory of God.

However, the saints of the Mdst Hi gh are not only destined to take over
t he kingdons of this Wrld -- after and because of Jesus Christ's Ascension
and Heavenly Session. After taking themover for the Kingdomof God -- they
are to "mmintain possession of it for ever, even for ever and ever."®*"

That is to say, the saints alias those sanctified by Christ are to take
over control of the World. Thereafter, they are also to perpetuate that

control -- under the guidance of Christ’'s indwelling Spirit..

However, even after dispossessing the heathen kingdons, the latter will
undoubtedly try to stage conmebacks -- at least for quite a while after t he
al nost-conpletion of the still-future Christian takeover. For, "as
concerning the rest of the Beasts, they had their donLn|on t aken awnay. Yet

their lives were prolonged for a season and a tine.

Yet those attenpted conebacks of the beasts will bear a reactionary or an
Anti-Historical and an Anti-Christ-ian character. For they reactionarily at-
tenmpt to erase the role of Jesus Chr|st and H's saints, which the latter nake
during the course of Wrld History.*

Nevert hel ess, none of those futilely-attenpted conebacks neets with any
per manent success. For once the saints of the Mdst High shall take possession
of the kingdons of this Wrld in the Nanme of the Kingdom of God -- on the bas-
is of Christ's already- conpleted victory in History -- they shall "maintain
possession of it for ever.

For that very reason, there can be no 'final falling away' either of the
saints or of their control of the Wrld -- not even at the very end of Wirld
History. That is true fromany kind of millennial perspective -- whether pre-
or post- or a-mllennial. There just cannot be any final falling away of a
once-conpl eted Christian Wrld Cvilization -- because Christians shall then
"mai ntain possession of it for ever -- even for ever and ever."""

For Christ is Hinself the Imovable Cornerstone of H's Church. ™  Even
now, He is ever building and extending Hs Church to enconpass all the Wrld,
down through all the Christian centuries. For such are "A.D.' centuries --
centuries anno Domini, in the year of our Lord.*

Even the very gates of Hell shall never be able to prevail against nor to
keep on mnthstand|ng the st eady onsl aught and ever-increasing pressure of the
Church agai nst them *# For the Kingdom of Christ has been established, once
and for all, right here on Earth.™ Both now and ever-increasingly in Future
Hi story, "the saints of the Mbst Hi gh shall take possession of the kingdom
and mai ntain possession of it for ever, even for ever and ever."*”

Thus, neither Islam nor Rommni smshall ever de-christianize the Wrld --

once it has been christianized. To the contrary. |slam and Romani sm shal
t hensel ves be overt hrown. And then, their de-islamcized or de-romanized
remmants -- shall usefully be christianized. Cf. Revelation chapters 8 & 9

and 16:10-13f and 17:5-9f and 19:19-21 especially with Daniel 7:17f.

Comments Rev. Professor Dr. John Calvin: "Sone take this prophecy to re-
|ate to the kingdom of Turkey; others to the tyranny of the Pope of Rone....
If we follow the grammatical construction, we cannot explain it otherw se...
Did the Chal deans [alias the Babyl onians] and the rest of the nonarchies usurp
and transfer to thensel ves the power of God? There is sone truth in this....
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"We know the sons of CGod to be heirs of the World.... Paul , when
speaki ng of the prom se given to Abraham says he was chosen by God as heir of

the World. Ronmans 4:13 & Hebrews 1:2.... VWhen Adam fell from his | awful
rights, all his posterity becane aliens. God deprived them of the

i nheritance which He had designed for them Now, therefore, our inheritance
nmust be restored through Christ -- for which reasons He is called the only
Heir of the World."

"Thus this prophecy was fulfilled.... ' The four Beasts took upon them
selves [or usurped] the enpire which properly belonged to the sacred lofty
ones' -- that is...CGod' s elect sons.... ' They shall obtain the kingdom..for
ever, and even for ever and ever'.... VWen, therefore, the Angel uses the
phrase 'one age and an age of ages' [alias 'for ever and even for ever and
ever'] -- | have no doubt that he defined the tine for the elect, to

strengthen them..until the tine of renovation had arrived for the Wrld when
God conpletely restores Hi s Church."”

The comrent of the Geneva Bible too is full of light. It says that "be-
cause Abraham was appointed heir of all the Wrld, Romans 4:13, and in him al
the faithful -- therefore, the kingdomthereof is theirs by right." And t hat

is "the kingdom which these four Beasts or Tyrants would i nvade and usurp --
until the World were restored by Christ."™

O Christian, never fear even the conbined efforts of all of the
successive Anti-Christ-ian Wrl d- Movenent s! For heat hen Roman | nperialism
Rone's Papal System the 'Turkish' threat of Islam Renai ssance Humani sm sly
Anti-Protestant Jesuitisn anti-supranaturalistic Rationalisnm Liberalism
[l'lum nism Socialism Ecunenism Comunisn and every other 'ism -- are al
ultimtely insignificant.*

Even all together -- they can never succeed in di spossessing Christian
saints of their inheritance of the kingdonms of this Wrld. For in principle
-- "the kingdons of this World have becone the kingdonms of our Lord and of Hi s
Christ; and He shall keep on reigning for ever and ever."™ And also "the
saints of the Most Hi gh shall take possession of the kingdom and naintain
possession of it for ever, even for ever and ever."'"

So on, then, Christian soldiers! Onward, to take full possession of
Christ's Kingdom here on Earth, for ever and for ever! Onward, to denolish
the anti-christ-ian kingdonms -- and then to recycle themand incorporate their
wort hwhile remants into Christ's Kingdon Onward, to victory!

1813. Dan. 7:17f. 1814. Rev. 11:15. 1815. Jn. 18: 36. 1816. Cf. Jn.
3:13. 1817. Col . 1:12f. 1818. Rev. 11:15 & Eph. 1:18-23. 1819. M.
16: 18f & 28:19.

1820. Dan. 2:35, 44. 1821. Dan. 7:12f cf. Rev. 13:2-12.

1822. Dan. 7:25 cf. Rev. 13:2-8 & 12:3-11.

1823. Eph. 2:19-22 cf. Isa. 28:16; | Pet. 2:6-8; Dan. 2:35, 44.

1824. Eph. 2:16-21 & 3:14-21. 1825. M. 16:18. 1826. Col. 1:13-20.
1827. Dan. 7:18.
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THE SAI NTS OF GOD OVERTHROW THEI R PONERFUL OPPRESSCOR

Dani el 7:19f May 28

"Then | wanted to know the truth of the fourth Beast...and of the ten horns
that were on its head; and of the other [little horn] which came up, before
which three [horns] fell -- even of that horn that had eyes and a nouth which
spoke very great things.... | kept on |ooking, and the sane horn nmade war
agai nst the saints and prevail ed against them-- until the Ancient of days
canme and Judgnent [alias Ruling Power] was given to the saints of the Most

Hi gh; and the time cane that the saints took possession of the kingdom...
Then they shall take away its dom nion, to consune [the |ittle horn that
became a stout and arrogant horn] and to destroy it finally. Then the rule
and dom ni on and the greatness of the ki ngdom under the whol e Heaven shall be
given to the People of the saints of the Most H gh Wose Kingdomis an Ever-
l'asting Ki ngdom And al |l dominions shall serve and obey Hi m"**

Christ's Ascension and Heavenly Session in principle, ended the dom nion
or ki ngdom of the four heathen Wrld-enpires.”™ On the basis of Christ's
work, "the saints of the Mdst Hi gh shall take possession of the kingdom and
mai ntai n possession of it for ever, even for ever and ever."™?

In practice, however, the saints now still meet with anti-christ-ian
resi stance -- whenever they attenpt to expand the recognition of Christ's Rule
within the Wrl d. For, though defeated by the earthly work of Jesus Chri st
our King -- the four successive heathen Wrld-empires (or the remants of what
is still left of them still live on, in spite of now being in their death-
t hroes, even after the Heavenly Session of Christ.

Mor eover, though dethroned and nortally wounded -- they even seemto re-
vive, and to take power again.”™  For "as concerning the rest of the Beasts,
they had their dgginion t aken away. Yet their lives were prolonged for a

season and tine -- even after Christ the King, through H's earthly work,
had di si nherited them **

The fourth Beast seen by Daniel, was the heathen Roman Enpire -- thus the
pre-Christian Hebrews; the Epistle to Barnabas; Jeronme; Theodoret; etc.”™ It
was conquered in principle by the earthly work of Jesus Christ as the Son of
man, when He at H's Resurrection and Heavenly Session in principle cormenced
H s Royal Rule both in Heaven above and here on Earth. **

However, this Earth of ours is now to be conquered in practice too -- by
the Spirit of the same Lord Jesus Christ. For He now works through His earth-
ly followers -- as they progressively establish and naintain possession in Hs

Nane, over all of the Countries on this great planet Earth. ***

Now in Daniel's vision the fourth Beast (nanely the inperial Roman

ki ngdom) had, or grew, and was then seen to have -- ten horns.™’  Apparently,
these ten horns were already there in principle -- under the scalp of the Rom
an Beast, as it were -- even when Christ in His Resurrection and Ascensi on and

Heavenly Session took away the dom nion of the Beast.

Yet it was especially after the Heavenly Session of Christ, that these
ten anti-christ-ian kings or rather kingdonms slowy grew out of the scalg of
t he Beast. I ndeed, only later woul d they receive still further power.™™

For, as John wote in the Book of Revelation (no earlier than A D. 65

alias sone thirty years after*° the Heavenly Session of Jesus Christ): "The
ten horns which you saw, are ten kings which have recei ved no ki ngdom as yet.
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But [they shall later] receive power as kings [or as ki ngdorrs for an] hour
[alias for a season of tine, together] with the Beast.""
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At sone considerable time after at least thirty years subsequent to the
Heavenly Session of Christ, then, the ten kings or kingdons woul d receive
their power. But later still, yet "another [kingdom "shall subdue three
kings" ™ -- that is, shall suppress three of those ten previous kings or
ki ngdons. **’

"Look!" predicted Daniel. "There came up anong them[the ten fully-grown
horns], ™ another."  This was, at first, but a "little horn." Yet, at its
place -- three of the first horns were plucked up by the roots. "™

This would then | eave seven of the ten horns remai ning behind, with the
new 'thin" and "little horn" itself soon constituting a new eighth. It would
then itself go on to grow ever thicker and bigger -- into a very stout and
arrogant ki ngdom

Now t he B. C. 555 Daniel's Post-Messianic seven horns -- represent seven
ki ngdons. They correspond at |east in part to seven kings or kingdons in one
of John's (66 to 95 A . D.) prophecies within his Book of Revelation

Says John: "There are seven kings. Five are fallen. And one is [name-
ly the sixth]. And the other is not yet cone. And when he [the seventh]
cones, he must continue for a short space.

"The Beast that was" there -- then lost its dominion to Christ.”  Thus
that Beast now "is not" -- ever since Christ at H's Heavenly Session in
principle "took away its dom nion." Nevert hel ess, even that Beast itself
the eighth" (alias the stout and arrogant new ei ghth horn).

is

That 'new eighth' horn was fornerly a little "eleventh.' But, by
uprooting three of the ten older horns, it then itself becane a 'new eighth.'
Yet even this new eighth horn "is of the seven." For it too is an anti-
christ-ian earthly power, just as its predecessors were.

But even this new eighth horn too "goes into perdition. ""®
peri shes together with the Roman Beast out of which it would grow | ndeed,
it perishes whenever the called and chosen and faithful saints of Christ
overcome the Beast -- together with his new stout and arrogant eighth horn.*

Now t he ten horns of the Ronman Beast, correspond to the ten toes on the
Roman feet of the statue in king Nebuchadnezzar's previous dream ™  They
i ndicate the ten segnents into which the previously-heathen Ronman Enpire split
up (between A.D. 351 & 476), after its outward nom nal christianization under
Constantine as the first Christian Enperor.

According to Irenaeus, Tertullian, Eusebius, Augustine, Abraham ben Ezra,
Lut her, Mel ancht hon, Knox, Cocceius, and others™® -- the ten ki ngdons
concerned are readily identifiable. They are probably those of: the Huns in
Hungary; the Franks in Germany; the Burgundi ans in France; the Suevi in
Switzer-land; the Visigoths in Spain; the Anglo-Saxons in England; the
Lonbards in what is now North-western Italy; the Ostrogoths or Austrians (in
what was then a part of Northeastern Italy); the Romans in and around Rome in
Central Italy, and the (originally Central European) Vandals who, from Africa,
cane pillaging Southern Italy.

I renaeus stated in his A D. 185 Heresies (V:29:1 to 30:3) that the nunber
"666" of the Beast in Revelation 13:16, nmeans Lateinos alias 'the Latin one.'
He added: "It is very probable that this is the name of the | ast ki ngdom' of
t he four seen by Dani el

The A.D. 220 Tertullian in his Resurrection of the Flesh (chapters 24f)
identifies the fourth World-enpire as "the Ronman state, the falling away of
whi ch -- by being scattered into ten kingdonms -- shall introduce Antichri st
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upon (its own ruins).... The city of fornication [Rone] may receive fromthe
ten kings its deserved doom... The Beast Antichrist with his Fal se-prophet,
may wage war on the Church of CGod."

Yet the Church of God will not be overcone. To the contrary, she shal
win that war -- after a great many years.

For, insists Tertullian, "the Scriptures both indicate the stages of the
last tinmes, and concentrate the harvest of the Christian hope in the very end
of the World.... It is therefore nore conpetent for us even to nmaintain a
spiritual resurrection at the comencenent of a life of faith -- we who ac-
know edge the full conpletion thereof, at the end of the World."

Again, also the A D. 230 Hippolytus, in his Treatise on Christ and Anti -
christ (paragraph 28), explains that "the legs of iron and the Beast dreadfu

and terrible” in Daniel chapters two and seven respectively -- "expressed the
Romans, who hold the sovereignty at present. The [ten] toes of the feet which
were part clay and part iron, and the ten horns -- were enblens of the king-

dons that are yet to rise. The other little horn that grows up anong them
neans the Antichrist in their mdst."

O the above ten "horns" or kingdons, three were uprooted -- thereby
reduci ng the ten horns to seven. For a new "eighth horn" uprooted the
Italian Nations of the Lonbards, the Gstrogoths and the Vandals -- and then
establish-ed, in their place, its own nedi aeval papal states.™

The A D. 340-420 Jerone is the fanmpus aut hor even of the Latin Vulgate

itself. In 407, he finished his Comrentary of Daniel. There (at 2:38-40),
he insisted: "The fourth [ ki ngdonm which holds the city of the Wrld, is the
enpire of the Romans.... The 'Beast nost terrible' [in Daniel 7:19]...we nay
understand...of the Romans.... The fourth kingdom..plainly pertains to the
Romans. "

Jeronme did not hesitate to remark that "all ecclesiastical witers before
him had handed down the tradition it was only at the time when the Ronan
enpire is destroyed" -- that the little horn would ari se. "There shall be
ten kings who shall divide it anong theniselves]; and an el eventh shall arise,
alittle king who shall conquer three of the ten kings; and, having slain
them the other seven shall submit their necks to the conqueror.™ Dani e
7: 20.

That latter, Jerome further observes (with reference to Second
Thessal onians 2:3f), "is...the man of sin and son of perdition. So as that
he dare to sit in the tenple of God, making hinself as if he was God."

On his Comentary on Jerem ah (V:25), Jerone adds that Paul "shows that
"that which restrains' -- is the Roman enpire. For unless it shall have been
destroyed and taken out of the mdst -- according to the Prophet Daniel, Anti-
christ will not come before that."

Also in his Letter to Ageruchia (123), Jerone observes: "Antichrist is
near. ... The whol e country between the Al ps and the Pyrenees, between the
Rhine and the [Atlantic] Ccean, has been laid waste by [ten] hordes of Quadi
Vandal s, Sarnmatians, Al ans, GCepids, Herules, Saxons, Burgundi ans, Allemanni"
and al so "Pannoni ans. ... Wth the exception of a fewcities, [there is] one
uni versal scene of desolation.”

Consequently, in the opinion of many authorities both before and after
the Protestant Reformation -- the arrogant and "stout" or 'new eighth horn' of
Dani el chapter seven, is none other than the Romish Papacy. ™  Thus: Eber-
hard of Sal zburg; John Wcliffe; Walter Brute; Abravanel; Luther
Cecol anmpadi us, Bul linger, Knox, Cocceius, and many ot hers. ™

Cal vin believed that Daniel seven's "little horn" was the whole |ine of

449



Pagan Roman Enperors -- as well as the whole |ine of Papal Romi sh Pontiffs
frominrediately after the A D. 590-604 tinme of Gregory the Great (Bishop of
Rone) . Thus, in his Institutes of the Christian Religion (1V:7:25), Calvin
declares: "W call the Roman Pontiff 'Antichrist'.... The Spirit...says that
his reign would be with great swelling words of vanity. Daniel 7:25."

In his Institutes IV:7:4 & I V:7:20-22, Calvin adds: "The title of
"Uni versal Bishop' arose...in the tine of Gregory [the Geat].... He
strongly insisted that the appellation is profane; nay, blasphenous; nay, the
forerunner of antichrist."

However, things changed very soon after G egory. For then, the various
successi ve Bishops of Rone started to denand that they each be called ' Pope
(alias 'Holy Father').

nserves Calvin: "It is absolutely certain that [this was]...new, and of
recent fabrication.... It was necessary that those antichrists should proceed
to such a degree of mamdness and blindness, that their iniquity m ght be
mani fest to all nen of sound mnd."

Furthernore, in his Remarks on the Letter of Pope Paul 111, Calvin also
insisted: "Protestants conplain...that the Pope...is Antichrist.... I s not
the pope 'superior' to laws [cf. Daniel 7:25]7? Nay, what are laws to hin®
O this we have a signal proof in the case of John Huss, whomthe Romans --
after alluring himto Constance by a safe-conduct -- cruelly nurdered.”

O course, Calvin carefully distinguished between decei ved Papists on the
one hand and the deceiving papal Antichrists alias the |line of Post-Gegorian
Popes on the other. For not the forner but only the latter are Antichrist(s).

Thus Calvin adds in his Institutes (4:2:11 & I'V:5:13): "W deny not to
t he Papi sts those vestiges of a Church which the Lord has allowed to renmain

among them am d the dissipation." Still: "We maintain that their kingdomis
the tyranny of Antichrist" -- alias Daniel chapter seven's kingdom of the

"little horn' which grewinto a "stout" or arrogant horn, full of blasphemny
and persecution.

The sane view is taken in the Calvinistic 1647f Wstmi nster Confession of
Faith (23:4 & 25:6). As regards the Civil Mgistrates, it not only denies to
"t he Pope any power or jurisdiction over themin their doni nions (Second
Thessal oni ans 2:4 & Revel ation 13:15-17)." But it also insists: "There is no
ot her head of the Church but the Lord Jesus Christ. Nor can the Pope of Rone
in any sense be head thereof; but is that Antichrist, that man of sin and son
of perdition that exalteth hinself in the Church against Christ and all that
is called God. Second Thessal oni ans 2: 3f, 8f and Revel ation 13:6."

I mportant too are the extended remarks of the great Refornmed Bapti st

Theol ogi an Rev. Dr. John GII, in his 1748-63 Exposition of the AOd Testanent.
There, on Daniel 7:7f, he identifies the fourth Beast with the Roman Enpire --
and the '"little horn" with the Rom sh Papacy.

Comments Rev. Dr. GIIl: "The Roman Enpire...succeeded the Gecian...
Exceedi ng powerful ...the Roman Enpire was.... Especially it was terrible to
Christians.... Bot h Ronme Pagan and Ronme Papal have been.. .. It had all the

ill properties of the other Beasts....

"John describes this same Beast as being like a | eopard, having the feet

of a bear, and the mouth of a lion, Revelation 13:2 -- '"and it had ten horns,"
whi ch are expl ai ned of ten kings or kingdons.... The sane with the ten toes
i n Nebuchadnezzar's dream and with the ten kings...into which the Roman

Enpire was divided about the tine of the rise of Antichrist. Revelation
17:12. ..
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"' There came up anong them another little horn.' Not Titus Vespasian...

nor the Turkish Empire...; nor Antiochus Epiphanes.... For not a single per-
son or king is meant by a horn, but a kingdomor state..., as by the other ten
horns are neant ten kings or kingdons.... No ot her has appeared in the Ronan

Enpire to whomthe characters of this horn agree, but Anti-Christ or the Pope
of Rone....

"Lrenaeus, an ancient Christian witer who lived in the second century,
interprets it of Antichrist.... 'John the disciple of the Lord in the
Revel ation hath yet nore manifestly signified...those ten kings...anpng whom
the enmpire that now reigns [the Roman] shall be divided."" See Irenaeus's
A.D. 185 work Agai nst Heresies, V:25:1 to 26: 1.

"Now to the Roman antichrist" -- continues GII on Daniel 7:7f -- "every-
thing here said, answers.... VWhen the barbarous Northern Nations broke into
the [ Roman] empire and set up ten kingdons in it, this little horn sprang up
anong them. ..

"They rose at the sane tine, and reigned together. See Revelation 17:12f
-- '"before whomthere were three of the first horns plucked up by the roots';
bef ore whom t hree ki ngs or kingdoms fell and were subdued as in [Daniel seven]
verses 20 & 24. Wi ch, according to...Sir Isaac Newton -- they were the
exarchat e of Ravenna and the region of Pentapolis [in Lonbardy and al so the
area of Rome itself]...which were...given to the Pope." Thus Dr. G1I.
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The arrogant and "stout" and 'new eighth horn' of Daniel chapter seven,
then, is hardly (as sone have thought) Antiochus Epi phanes. For he arose out
of the third Beast -- fromone of the heads of the 'four-headed | eopard
portraying that third or Grecian Enpire. ™™

Anti ochus was, of course, indeed a fore-shadower of the 'new eighth horn'
on the head of the later Roman Beast. And Antiochus is indeed referred to in
the el eventh chapter of Daniel (11:29-32). But Antiochus is not hinself that
'new ei ghth horn.'

For the "stout" and arrogant and 'new eighth horn' mentioned in Danie

chapter seven -- refers not to a lesser tyrant at the very tail-end of the
third or Grecian enpire, but to the Rom sh Anti-Christ at the very zenith of
t he Ronman enpire. I ndeed, that Romish Anti-Christ -- would grow out of the

fourth or Roman beast.

Now t he "stout" and arrogant and 'new eighth horn' woul d appear only
after Christ's Incarnation and Heavenly Session; only after the
i nscripturation of the |ast book of the Bible (see Revelation 13:11-18 &
17:10-12). Indeed, it would appear only after the still later dismenbernent
of the Roman Enpire into the ten toes of Daniel chapter two; alias the ten
horns of Dani el chapter seven; alias the ten kingdonms of Revel ation chapter
seventeen. Thus Tertullian and Hi ppol ytus, who so stated around 220-230 A.D.

The 'new ei ghth horn' woul d appear in the Roman Enpire -- but only sone
time after its break-up into ten | esser kingdons around 351 to 476 A.D. Thi s
"new ei ghth horn' woul d thus appear only after the Christian Church had becone
wel | established in the Holy Roman Enpire. "

Indeed, it is even inplied that the 'new eighth horn' would then appear
in the stronghold of ltaly itself -- in the place of the three other Italian
hor n- ki ngdons on the head of the Roman Beast, which the 'new eighth horn' it-
sel f would uproot when it in turn would conme up through the scalp of that sane
Beast. ™ Only after all of this, would the 'new eighth horn' or the 'little
horn' grow -- and ultimately becone arrogant and "stout" or strong enough even
to wear out the saints, and al so to bl asphene even God Hinsel f. "

From John's Book of Revelation, it is clear that this stout and arrogant
horn would ultimately conbine the false political power of the earlier Pagan
Roman Enpire with the fal se religious power of the Papal Romish "Church. "™
I ndeed, the growi ng stout and increasingly arrogant horn conprised a long |line
of Rom sh Popes seeking to control the so-called 'Holy Roman Enpire' which
endured down through the Late M ddle Ages and right up to the Protestant
Ref or mat i on.

Initially this statist religious tyranny found its expression in Pagan-
Roman and state-enforced idolatry; but |ater nmore especially in the politico-
soci o- eccl esi asti cal machi nati ons of the Papal - Roman power. Yet nore broadly,
it also finds expression even today -- in the ecunenical conbination of al
false political powers (such as the United Nations) with all future false
religious powers (such as the apostate World Council of 'Churches').”™ In-
deed, all these powers look like they will ultimately cone under the contro
of Romani sm

Thi s Roman- Rom sh- Ecunmeni cal "Anti-Christ,"” then, would indeed try to

wi el d power over all the unsaved Worl d. And it would even seek to contro

the true saints of God”™ -- by persecuting themnost fiercely, until "one time
plus two times plus half-a-tinme." The latter -- three and a half years alias
forty-two nonths alias 1260 days -- very many authorities (fromB.C 250 right
down till today)* consider to mean: 'for 1260 years' -- alias the period of

papal ascendancy.

Yet, ultimte victory in this power struggle -- even here in this Wrld -
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- woul d neverthel ess be achi eved by the Christians (and not by the forces of
Anti - Christ). For although the "stout" and arrogant new ei ghth "horn nmade
war against the saints" -- it only partially "prevail ed agai nst them unti

t he Anci ent of days cane and Judgnent [alias Ruling Power] was given to the
saints of the Mst High. "*

We see, then, that the time would come when "the saints took possession
of the ki ngdomt previously dom nated but gradually relinquished by the sl owy-
dyi ng ki ngdom of the Romi sh Anti-Christ. For the latter's "prolonged" life
woul d finally peter out.'

I ndeed, "the Judgment shall sit." This means that the Ruling Power over
t he Roman- Romi sh- Ecuneni cal Enperor-Pope cartel and his or their kingdom will
ultimately be assuned by the conquering saints alias Christians thensel ves.
For "they shall take away its dom nion, to consune" it for thenselves -- and
to rule it to the honour of their Saviour. ™

However, until then -- Anti-Christ "shall speak great words agai nst the
Most Hi gh, and shall wear out the saints of the Mst High.... But
[thereafter] the Judgnent shall sit. Then they [the saints thensel ves] shal

take away his dom nion, to consune [the little horn that becones a stout and
arrogant horn] and to destroy it finally.

"Then the rule and dom nion and the greatness of the kingdom under the
whol e Heaven shall be given to the People of the saints of the Most High,
VWose Kingdomis an everlasting Kingdom And all Dom nions shall serve and
obey H m"**

VWen do the saints of God or the ultimately-prevailing Menbers of the
Christian Church, in the Nanme of their Lord, take possession of the Roman-
Rom sh- Ecuneni cal ki ngdom of this Wrl d? Not merely only after the Second
Com ng of Christ at the very end of history. To the contrary. They do so
during our present age of the Newer Testanent's Church. Thus: Hi ppol yt us,
Lactanti us, Eusebius, and even Thonas Aqui nas etc.

More particularly, they do so after the end of the '1260 day-years' (or
the "one tine plus two tinmes plus half-a-tine') of the anti-christ-ian
persecution of Christ's earthly saints.”™ For they do so after the
di smenber nent of the Roman- Rom sh Enpire. Thus: Rev. Drs. Martin Luther
Thomas Scott, Adam C arke, and many ot hers.

They do so as a result of the powerful Protestant preaching of the Gospe
-- thus the 1560 Geneva Bi bl e. I ndeed, they enter into the possession of the
Roman ki ngdom -- as a result of the "success" of the Church's "pronul gation"
of Christ, and the ensuing "prosperous" spread of "Christ's Reign" (thus Rev.
Prof essor Dr. John Calvin).

I ndeed, Christ's saints shall yet take possession of the kingdom-- alias
the rule over this present Wrld -- especially during a still-future earthly
time of "general preval ence of true religion.” That will be a period "when
the Divine Law shall be observed" and "when the civil institutions of the
Worl d shall be pervaded by religion" for Christ's sake. Thus Adam d ar ke and
Al bert Barnes.™

The early Puritans' 1560 Geneva Bible gives us the follow ng translation
of Daniel 7:21f. "The sane horn nade battle agai nst the saints. Yes, and
prevail ed agai nst them-- until the Ancient of days cane, and Judgnent was
given to the saints of the Mdst High."

This means that the saints are to endure affliction and persecution

patiently, "till God showed H s power in the Person of Christ and, by the
preachi ng of the CGospel, gave unto His [saints] some rest, and so obtained a
famous Nane in the World." For "God by Hi s power shall restore things that

453



were out of order, and so destroy this little horn -- so that it shall never
rise up again."

Calvin hinself is even nore specific (in his 1561 Conmentary on Danie
(7:27). "Daniel...does not predict here, occurrences connected with the
[Final] Advent of Christ as Judge of the World -- but with the first preaching
and pronul gati on of the Gospel, and the cel ebration of the Nane of Christ.

But this does not prevent him[Daniel] fromdraw ng a magnificent picture of
Christ's Reign, and enbracing [also] its final conpletion.

"It is sufficient for us to perceive how God begins to give the Ki ngdom
to His elect.... For exanple, when the preaching of the Gospel comenced --
no one woul d have thought its success could have been so great and so

prosperous. ...

"The Prophets enlarge thus magnificently on the future restoration of

this kingdom as we have stated before -- in consequence of the event being so
utterly incredible.... No power shall so boast inits |oftiness, as not

willingly to become subject to the Church -- although at present all so fully
despise it!"

Simlarly, the 1637 Dutch States Bible of the 1618f Synod of Dordt -- in
its corment on Daniel 7:26f -- observes that 'the kingdom and the glory and
t he magni fi cence of the kingdons under the entire Heavens shall be given to
the saints of the Mdst High.' This shall be the case "throughout the Wrld,
after the CGospel has been preached to every creature, Mark 16:15."

For this "Kingdom of Christ, erected by the preaching of the Holy Gospel
shall be given or inparted to the godly, when Christ shall rule in the hearts
of the godly of all Nations.... It shall have no end, but it shall endure
for ever.... All men and glories 'shall honour and obey Hm""

So the saints ultimately gain the upper hand over Anti-Christ here on
Earth -- and before Christ's Second Coming at the end of History. For the
Anti-Christ only partially prevails against the saints -- and only until the
Anci ent of days gives Judgnent (alias the Rulership) to the saints.

Then the tine arrives for themto take possession of the kingdons of the

Eart h. That is when the saints thenselves (on the basis of Christ's already-
finished work of Atonenent and Heavenly Session), shall take away the dom nion
of the anti-Christ -- and they shall consunme and destroy it, unto the end.
This they shall do through the effective propagati on of the Gospel -- by
overthrow ng the Roman- Rom sh- Ecuneni cal ki ngdom of Anti-Chri st. This is to
be acconplished first in their Christian destruction of its evils; and then by

consunming it in their Christian re-structuring of its worthwhile remants.

For the greatness of the kingdom under the whol e Heaven -- the ki ngdom of
all peoples and all cult-ures and all things everywhere "under the whol e
Heaven" and therefore even here on Earth -- shall yet be given to the people
of the saints of the Mdst Hi gh. And all Dom nions and Powers on Earth shal
then serve and obey H m

Clearly, then, this conquest is not nerely just an ultimate redenption
nerely at the very end of the World. Still less is it an event to occur only
after Christ's Second Com ng.

To the contrary. This victory of the saints over Anti-Christ is to be
anticipated in this Wrld here and now -- during the time between Christ's
Heavenly Session to commence His rule, and His Final Advent to consunmate it.

Here, the penetrating Rev. Dr. Albert Barnes has rightly remarked in his
Commentary on Daniel (7:25-27) that this "prophecy authorizes us to anticipate
a tinme when there shall be a general preval ence of true religion: when the
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power in the Wrld shall be in the hands of good nen -- of men fearing God."
For then, "Divine |laws shall be obeyed!"

Then, "the civil institutions of the Wrld shall be pervaded by religion"
of the truly Christian kind. "In fact, the reigning [alias the then-dom nant]
power on Earth -- shall be the Kingdom which the Messiah" has set up. Mean-
time, "by the certain assurance that such a period will cone -- we should be
cheered, amidst all the noral darkness that [now] exists in the Wrld. ""

O Christi an! Anti-Christ may yet persecute us -- but his doomis seal ed
and sure. Let us then rise up and start to overthrow him in the Nane of the
al ready-victorious Christ!

So on, then, Christian soldiers! Onward, to victory!

1827. Dan. 7:18. 1828. Dan. 7:19-27. 1829. See the studies for May 23 & 26.
1830. See the study for My 27. 1831. Cf. Rev. 13:2-12f. 1832. Dan. 7:12.
1833. Rev. ch. 13 cf. Dan. ch. 7. 1834. See n. 1753.

1835. M. 6:10; Col. 1:13f; Lk. 17:21 nargin. 1836. See the study for May 27.
1837. Dan. 7:7. 1838. Dan. 7:24.

1839. Dan. 7:10-12 & esp. v. 17's "are"; per contra v. 24's "shall." See too Dan.
2:34f & 2:31-45. Contrast esp. Dan. 12:3 and Rev. 13:1-3 & 17:8-11, in our studies
bel ow thereon.

1840. A B.E.N (cf. n. 13), 111:835. 1841. Rev. 17:12. 1842. Dan. 7:24.
1843. Dan. 7:8. Note that the expression "before whont in vv. 8 & 20 (which

transl ates the words min and kaaraan), is locative and not chronol ogical.
1844. Dan. 7:11-14 cf. Rom 13:1-3 & Rev. 13:1-18. 1845. Rev. 17:8, 10f.

1846. Rev. 17:14. 1847. Dan. 7:22,26.

1848. Cf. nn. 1755 & 1757, and al so: Dan. 8:9-14; 11:21-30,31-38; |l Th. 2:3-8; M.
24:15,28; Rev. 12:3-17; 13:1-18; 17:1-18 -- and also our studies on all of these
passages. Dan. ch. 7's "ten horns" are ten nations in Early-Medi aeval Ronman Europe.

The 1560 Geneva Bible and the 1637 Dutch States Bi bl e comm ssioned by the 1618f Synod
of Dordt, state that the ten Horns of the fourth Beast in Dan. ch. 7 are Roman

Provi nces. Indeed, the following authorities identify the ten Horns as the ten
Countries of Mediaeval and Post-Medi aeval ' Ex- Roman' Europe: |renaeus (A D. 185);
Tertullian (220); Hippolytus (240); Victorinus (300); Lactantius (300); Eusebius
(340)1 Athanasius (370); Jerome's Ep. 123:16 (409); Augustine (430); Sardis d' Aberga

(640); Berengaud (870); Saadia ben Joseph (900); Rashi (1080); Abraham ben Ezra
(1160); Luther (1522); Cecol anpadi us (1530); Melanchthon (1543); Knox 1547); Napier
(1593); Brightman (1614); Mede (1631); Thomas Parker (1546); I ncrease

Mat her (1669); Cocceius (1701); Matthew Henry (1707); Sir |lsaac Newton (1727); Bishop
Thomas Newt on (1754); John Brown of Haddi ngton (1792); G S. Faber (1804); Thomas

Scott (1809); Cunninghane (1813); T.H Horne (1818); Bishop Elliott (1844);

Hengst enberg (1865); and Al bert Barnes (1881). Also E. Gbbon's op. cit., and even
Roman Catholic authorities such as Bossuet, Du Pin, Calnet (on Rev. 13:1), and

Machi eveli (H story of Florence 1.i).

1849. Cf. nn. 1755-59. Bower's Life of the Popes identifies these three papally-
uprooted states (of Dan. 7:8,20,24) as: Ravenna, the (Lonbardic) Pentapolis, and
Rome -- all in ltaly. So too Sir |saac Newon, Bishop Thonas Newton, Priestley, Thomas
Scott, Adam d arke, and Al bert Barnes. Simlarly, Hales & Faber & Maitland &
Gaussen and others see these three wuprooted horns as the Herulic and the GOstrogothic
and the Lonbardic kingdons -- again, all in |ltaly.

1850. Dan. 7:25, cf. nn. 1755-59. Dan. 7's "little horn" that becones "stout" is th
centuries-enduring Rom sh papacy. Cf. Paul (Il Th. 2:3f) & John (Rev. 13:2-11) with
Dan. 7:8f. Schol ars identifying Dan. 7's old eleventh alias new eighth or "little
horn" or arrogant and "stout" kingdomwi th the Papacy, include: Arnulf of Olean
(991); Eberhard (1240); Wcliffe (1379); Brute (1393); Abravanel (1503); Luther
(1522); Cecol anpadi us (1530); GCsi ander (1545); Knox (1547); Bullinger (1557); Jewel
(1662); Chytraeus (1672); Cranmer (1582); Janes | (1600); Downham (1603); Brightnan
(1614); John Cotton (1639); Roger Wl lians (1644); Parker (1646); Tillinghast (1655);
I ncrease Mat her (1669); WMatthew Pool e (1685); Jurieu (1687); Lowth (1700); Cocceius
(1701); Cotton Mather (1702); Robt. Flen ng (1702); Sir Isaac Newton (1727);

Jonat han Edwards (1739); Fletcher (1745); John WIllison (1745); Bishop Thomas Newt on
(1754); John Brown of Haddi ngton (1792); Sanuel Hopkins (1793); Priestley (1794);

G S. Faber (1804); Thormas Scott (1809); Andrew Fuller (1810); Adam C arke (1813);
Cunni nghane (1813); Horne (1818); Al exander Keith (1828); Henry Drumond (1830);

e
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Bi shop Daniel WIson (1836); Bishop Elliott (1844); David Brown (1849); Al bert Barnes
(1851); Fairbairn (1865); and B.H Carroll (1948). Cf. Frooms op. cit. |:540f &
796f and 11:223f etc. See too Rev. chs. 13 & 17, and our |ater studies thereon
bel ow, for further docunentation.
1851. Cf. nn. 1859-60 and Rev. chs. 16 to 18 with M. 16:18 and Rev. 12:11 & 17:14.
1852. Dan. 7:25's "one tinme plus two times plus half-a-time" alias 'three-and-a-half
times' or ‘'three-and-a-half days' means 1260 day-years or nore than twel ve-and-a-half
centuries. Cf. too Dan. 7:25 & 9:24f & 12:7 & 12:11f and Rev. 11:2f & 12:3-6 & 12:14
& esp. 13:1-5 & 13:11f & 17:1-6 & 17:12-14f with Num 14:34 & Ezek. 4:4-6.

The follow ng authorities understand "one tine plus two tines plus half-a-
time" in Dan. 7:25 (cf. 12:7 & 12:11f) to nean specifically 1260 years: the
Al exandri ne Sept uagi nt Dani el (B.C. 250), which renders "tines" as years in Dan.
4:16 & 4:23 & 4:32 and "weeks" as years in Dan. 9:25-27; Rashi (A.D. 1080); Pseudo-
Joachim (1240); d'divi (1290); Wcliffe (1370); Brute (1390); Gsi ander (1545);
Bul | i nger (1557); Chytraeus (1572); Napier (1593); James | (1600); Downham (1603);
Brightman (1614); the 1637 Dutch States Bible conmi ssi oned by the 1618f Synod of
Dordt; John Cotton (1639); Roger WIllians (1644); Parker (1646); Tillinghast (1655);
I ncrease Mather (1669); Samuel Mather (1672); Jurieu (1587); Lowth (1700); Coccel us
(1701); Fleming (1701); Cotton Mather ((1702); Sir |Isaac Newton (1727); Jonat han
Edwards (1739); Fletcher (1746); Bishop Thonas Newton (1754); Bellany (1758); Petri
(1768); John Brown of Haddi ngton (1792); Samuel Hopkins (1793); Priestley
(1794); Hales (1803); Faber (1804); Thomas Scott (1809); Adam C arke (1813); Miitland
(1813); Cunni nghane (1813); Horne (1818); Bickersteth (1836); Bp. Elliott (1844);
Al bert Barnes (1851); and nany nore. See Dan. 12:7-12 & Rev. 2:20 & 11:2f & 12:6 &
12: 14 & 13:5 and at n. 1895.

I ndeed, this day-year theory of prophetic fulfilnment in general (either in
Dan. 7:25 & 9:24-27 & 12:7-12 cf. M. 24:15 or Rev. 2:10 & 11:2f & 12:6 & 12:14 &
13:5) was advocated by Rabbi Aki ba (A D. 130), Saadia (900), Rashi (1080), Abraham ben
Ezra (1160), Joachim of Floris (1190), Pseudo-Joachim (1240), d' ' divi (1295), Ubertino
of Casal e (1305), Levi Gersonides (1335), Wcliffe (1379), Brute (1393), Abravanel
(1505), Gsiander (1528), Fl accius Illyricus (1556), Calvin's 1558 Harnony of the
Gospels on M. 24:15 cf. his 1561 Comentary on Daniel (12:12); Chytraeus (1572),
Napi er (1593), Janes | (1600), Downham (1603), Brightman (1614), David Pareus
(1618), Mede (1631), the 1637 Dutch States Bible of the 1618f Synod of Dordt, John
Cotton (1639), Johan Gerhard (1643), Roger WIlIlians (1644), Par ker (1646),
John Davenport (1653), Tillinghast (1655), Increase Mather (1669), Sanuel Mat her
(1672), Johan Alsted (1681), Jurieu (1687), Lowth (1700), Flem ng (1701), Coccei us
(1701), Cotton Mather (1702), Matthew Henry (1707), Vitringa (1719), Sir |saac Newton
(1727), Jonat han Edwards (1739), Fletcher (1745), Bishop Thomas Newton (1754), Bell any
(1758), John G Il (1758), Petri (1768), Hopkins (1793), Adam Cl arke (1813), Al exander
Keith (1828), Bickersteth (1836), Bp. Elliott (1844), Al bert Barnes (1851), J.P. Lange
(1854f), Apostol os Makrakis (1881), and nmany nore. Cf. Frooms op. cit. See too
nn. 1895 & 6068 & 6210.

In general, it has been infidels |ike Porphyry and nodernists like S.R
Driver who have sought to argue that Dan. 7:8's arrogant and "stout horn" is not the
enduring institution of the Papacy, but only the B.C 167 tiny tin pot tyrant
Ant i ochus Epi phanes. See Sevent h- day Adventists Answer Questions on Doctrine,
Revi ew & Heral d, Washington D.C., 1957, pp. 319f. I ndeed, also Keil and Zoeckl er
and ot hers have pointed out: 1st, that Ant i ochus Epi phanes bel ongs to the Third and
not to the Fourth Enpire of Dan. 7:7f; 2nd, that Antiochus Epi phanes bel ongs to the
four-divisioned Grecian Enpire and not to the ten- di vi si oned Ronan Enpire
(Dan. 7:6f cf. 8:5-8); 3rd, that Antiochus Epi phanes was only the eighth in the
succession of the Seleucidic rulers in Syria, and did not rise after then-
cont enpor aneous kings like those in Dan. 7:8 & 7:20; 4th, that Antiochus Epi phanes was
not "diverse" fromhis predecessors, as was the "stout horn" of Dan. 7:24f; 5th, that
it has never been established what "three kings" Antiochus Epi phanes coul d have
pl ucked up, yet it certainly seens likely that the three kingdonms plucked up by the
Papacy were all in Italy (Dan. 7:20 cf. n. 1849); 6th, Antiochus Epi phanes was not
nore "stout" than the other horns, but the Papacy is and indeed keeps on becomni ng yet
stouter (Dan. 7:20); 7th, Antiochus Epi phanes's persecutions did not last for a period
of "one tinme plus two tines plus half-a-time" (Dan. 7:25 cf. nn. 7704-09), 8th,
Anti ochus Epi phanes did not prevail until "the Judgnent shall sit" and until the
saints "shall take away his Dom nion to consune and to destroy it unto the end" before
"the greatness of the ki ngdom under the whole Heaven shall be given to the People of
the saints of the Mdst H gh" (Dan. 7:7 & 7:6-27); 9th, Antiochus Epi phanes's great
words were not the cause of the destruction of the third or G ecian Beast, but the
Papacy's word shall yet destroy the remants of the Roman Enpire (Dan. 7:11 cf. Rev.
17: 15-18); and 10th, Antichus Epi phanes's "ki ngdont' was followed by the Ronan Enpire,
and not by the "Everlasting Kingdom of the saints" which follows the "stout" horn of
Dan. 7:24-27.
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1853. Dan. 7:21f cf. M. 16:18 & Rev. 12:11 & 17:14. 1854. Dan. 7:11f.
1855. Dan. 7:25-27, and cf. Albert Barnes's Commentary on Daniel, Baker, G and
Rapi ds, 1970 rep., 11:99.
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CHRI ST' S DEATH BRI NGS | N ETERNAL RI GHTEOUSNESS FOR MANY

Dani el 9: 24f May 29

"Seventy 'weeks' [of years] are determ ned upon your People and upon the holy
city -- to finish off the transgression, and to nake an end of sins, and to
nmake reconciliation for iniquity, and to bring in everlasting righteousness,
and to seal up the vision and prophecy, and to anoint the Mst Holy One...
Then, after sixty-two 'weeks' [of years], Messiah [or 'The Anoi nted One']
shall be cut off -- but not for H nself.... And He shall confirmthe
Covenant with many -- one 'week' [of years]. And in the nmidst of the 'week'
[of years], He shall cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease."*®

The Babyl oni an Enpire fell to the succeeding Wirld-enpire of the Medes
and Persians in 539 B.C During the first year of the reign of King Darius
of the Medes, ™ Daniel studied sonme of the predictive prophetic witings in
the Holy Bible.

He was determined to find encouragenent precisely there. For he knew he
had to be able to face the very difficult future -- during those extrenely un-
settled tines.

In the Books of the Prophets, Daniel noticed the Lord had told his
predecessor Jerenmi ah®™® that "the desol ations of Jerusal ent caused by the
Babyl on-i an destruction of that city -- would | ast for seventy years.”®  This
sept uagenary period, as Daniel well knew, ™ had started to run fromthe first
Babyl oni an attack on the city of Jerusalemin 606 B.C.

Accordingly, it would continue to run until King Cyrus of Persia gave the
Jews perm ssion some seven decades later in B.C. 536 to return fromexile to
Jerusal em Once back there, they could then later rebuild that city and
especially its ruined tenple. **

Duri ng those seventy years from 606 through 536 B.C., God's people were
exiled in Babyl on. Thei r absence fromtheir honel and gave the latter the
opportunity to recuperate and to be conpensated for its Sabbaths -- of which
it had been cruelly deprived.

For the Land of Judah had previously been robbed of its Sabbat h- Year
restorations. That had occurred, by ruthless socio-politico-economnc
exploitation -- at the hands of its many w cked inhabitants. *®

Dani el was studying the witings of the Prophets, in B.C. 538. Wth a
shock, he discovered from reading the Book of Jerem ah'™ that something very
dramati c was about to happen to the exiled Judeans as well as to Jerusalem --
a nere two years later, in B.C. 536

That date would then occur exactly seventy years after the exile had
conmenced. So, knowi ng that his People were quite unprepared for surprises -
- Dani el sought the face of the Lord in earnest prayer.

He hunbl ed hinself in supplication before the Lord about this extrenely
inportangmnatter. Then, God revealed His will to him-- through the Ange
Gabri el .

There, in a vision, the Lord showed Daniel that the tenple and the city
of Jerusalem-- both having been destroyed by the Babyl onians -- would be re-
built at sonme tinme after the seventy years. But God al so showed the Prophet
that the thus-rebuilt tenple would then once nore point forward to a nuch nore
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i nportant event.

O would do so, with an even greater urgency and spl endour than ever
previously. For that would find its fulfilment in the still-later First
Advent of The Tenple -- Jesus Christ the Messiah. **

Al of this would only begin to take place sone time after™ the
fulfilnment of the seventy years of the Babylonian Captivity of God's Peopl e.
Indeed, it would further only start to occur only after the subsequent
conpl etion of the reconstruction of the tenple in Jerusal em For then an

even nore inportant and intensified® period of seven tines*® that seventy
years -- would begin to unfold.

This intensified period was called "seventy 'weeks'" -- and would | ast
for 490 years. For the view that Daniel's "seventy 'weeks'" actually neans
490 years -- is the practically-unani nous verdict of all Bible Expositors and

Theol ogi ans. *®

Now t his period of 490 years would comrence only after the B.C. 516

term nation of the re-erecting of the tenple. As such, this new and
intensified period of seven times the seventy years' previous period of the
captivity -- was inaugurated by a commandment, to be given™ probably in the

reign of the Persian king Artaxerxes. ™

That woul d be a commandnent to restore and rebuild the city of Jerusal em
together with its streets or squares and its city-walls or moats. ™™  This

490-year period of seven tines seventy years, would then continue until just a
few years after the death of Christ the Messiah as The Tenple. I ndeed, it

woul d term nate before the ultimte destruction of both the tenple—building
and the city of Jerusalem-- at the hands of the Roman armies, in 70 A D. *

Thr oughout, however, these 490 years fromthe conmandnent to rebuild the
city of Jerusalem-- through to the A D. 70 destruction of that same city of
Jerusal em -- represent one continuous and unbroken period of 490 vyears, alias
the entirety of seventy 'weeks of years.'® For there was and is absolutely
no intervening ' parenthesis."' "

Fromthe time of the actual commencenent of the decree giving the
Israelites perm ssion to rebuild the city and the city-walls of Jerusal em
"seventy weeks" (or nore accurately 'seventy sevenfol dnesses') woul d el apse
unbroken-1y. ™ These seventy sevenfol dnesses reflect a sevenfold
intensification™ of the "seventy years"®® of the unbroken Babyl oni an
captivity, during which the tenple remained in ruins. ™

Now this sevenfold intensification of the captivity period -- conpare the
"seven tines"-penalty of Leviticus 26:18 and also the "seven tines"-duration
of Nebuchadnezzar's insanity”” -- was itself to |ast unbrokenly. It woul d

t hus endure uninterruptedly for seventy "year-weeks" (alias sone four hundred-
and-ni nety years).

Each of those years, was of 360 days' duration. For each such year of
t hose seventy "year-weeks" -- constitutes the nmedi an average between the very
anci ent 352-day |unar year, and our present 365.25-day solar year.™

Each of these "year-weeks" was itself equivalent to seven such 360-day

years. I ndeed, Daniel's entire period of these seventy "year-weeks" alias
490 years each of 360 days -- was divided into no | ess than three successive
series of such "year-weeks." Those three series ran as foll ows.

First. Seven "year-weeks": forty-nine years. This series would

termnate with the conpletion of the rebuilding of the city of Jerusal em (and
with the conpletion of the A d Testanent canon) at the beginning of the fourth
century B.C. ™" Thus: Calvin, the Geneva Bible, the Dutch States Bible
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aut hori zed by the 1618 Synod of Dordt, Matthew Henry, Albert Barnes, & Van
Proosdij .

Second. Sixty-two "year-weeks": a further four hundred and thirty-four
years. This series would termnate with the anointing of the Messiah, nanely
at His Baptismaround 30 A D.*° Thus: Calvin, the Geneva Bible, Matthew
Henry, Adam O arke, Al bert Barnes, Van Proosdij, the 1958 Afrikaans Bible with
Expl anat ory Notes, and others.

Thi rd. The remaining "year-week" -- or a concluding seven years.
This series would terminate around 37 A D., with the Judaistic stoning to
death of the first Christian martyr Stephen -- and the resulting "scattering"
of the persecuted Hebrew Christians and their first declaration of the Gospe
to the non-Jewi sh Samaritans and the Gentiles . Thus: Calvin, the Geneva

Bi bl e, Van Proosdij, the Afrikaans Bible Wth Expl anatory Notes, and others.

* The datings adopted throughout this work and especially as regards
Dani el 9:24-27, are only approxinmte -- and have deliberately been
simplified somewhat. The really inmportant thing is not so nuch exactly when
t hese events occurred, but that they certainly occurred. This is true too of
the period fromthe tine of Creation, through to the tinme of the calling of
Abr aham (Continued at the bottom of the next page.)

This period of the seventy weeks of years -- was to start apparently with
t he Persian King Artaxerxes' B.C. 445 conmandnent, as given in Nehemn ah 2:2-8.
The first segment of that period (the segment of seven weeks of years), would
therefore run for forty-nine 360-day years alias forty-eight years of 365.25
days each. It would then run until the closing of the canon of the Q der
Testament at Mal achi 4:5-6 (which itself predicts the opening of the canon of
the Newer Testanent at Christ's Baptism by John the Baptizer).

Expl ai ned God to and then through Daniel: "You should therefore know and
understand, that fromthe going forth of the commandment ™ to restore and to
rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince, shall be seven 'weeks' [or seven-
fol dnesses]."*™  This would run until about B.C. 397

This would then be foll owed i medi ately, by another "sixty-two 'weeks'"
(totalling 434 years each of 360 days) -- alias 427.75 solar years. That, in
turn, would run fromthe conpletion of the canon of the O der Testament around

460



It is true also of the tines of Jesus' Birth and Baptism and of His Death
and Resurrection. I ndeed, it is
further true also as regards those events still future but certain to occur at
humanl y-unknown tines during this present interimperiod between Christ's
Ascension into Heaven and His ultinmate Final Com ng back again to our Earth --
visibly, on the clouds, and with power and great glory.

In A.D. 532, Dionysius Exiguus, a church dignitary, replaced the old

Roman with the then-new y-devel oped Christian chronol ogy. The ol d
Roman chronol ogy had nmeasured tinme A U.C. -- ab urbe condita, or fromthe
date of the building of the city of Rone (in about B.C. 753). Di onysi us
renamed the old Ronman year (A U C. 753) -- by making it "A.D. 1." That

was thenceforth to represent the first year of the Christian era, then
deenmed to have started with Christ's birth (rather than nine nmonths earlier at
Hi s conception).

Only later was it nmore clearly ascertained that w cked King Herod hinsel f
had di ed apparently in April A U C 750 -- and not in 753, as had fornerly
been assuned. Hence, it was then subsequently argued, Christ nust have
been born about the end of the previous year A U C 749 (perhaps even on Dec.
25) in the year B.C. 4.

Yet notice we are not told in Scripture that Christ was exactly thirty
years of age when He was baptized, but that He was then "about thirty years
of age" (Luke 3:23). This could well nmean that He was then anywhere
from between say 30 and 34 years old, inasmuch as priests were usually not
admtted to their vocational service until they were at |least thirty years
ol d. Num 4: 3, 23, 30, 35, 43, 47.

Fut ure archaeol ogi cal discoveries may nore precisely pinpoint these dates.
But nmeantine, for the purposes of this book, we are "claimng": (1) that
Christ was born at the very end of B.C. 1 (in B.C.-A D. "0"), just a few days
before the beginning of AD. 1; (2) that He was baptized at age 30 to 31.5, in
A.D. 30-31; (3) that He died 3.5 years later in A.D. 33-35 in the very
"mdst of Hs years" (Isa. 53:8 & Dan. 9:27); and (4) that, had He lived "ful
term' for precisely the to-be-expected seventy years (Ps. 90: 10a) instead of

being "cut off" at only half that age, He would have lived till exactly A D.
70. That latter was the very year the evil city of Jerusal emwas destroyed -
- as well as its tenple, which had foreshadowed Messi ah and H s deat h.

For the tenple had pre-figured Jesus. Born around "A.D. 0," He was "cut
down" by the apostate tenple |eaders around "A. D. 35" and indeed "in the nidst
of the years" (cf. Hab. 3:2). So the tenple too was very appropriately "cut
down" by Hm-- through a Roman army as His agent -- a simlar 35 years |ater

in AD 70 at the "end of the years" of that tenple which had pre-figured
H m

B.C. 397 -- until the opening of the canon of the Newer Testament at the
Baptism of Christ by John in about 30.75 A D. (alias just before 31 A D.)."

"Then, after sixty-nine 'weeks' [alias the 70 plus the 427.75 totalling
al nost 476 sol ar years], ™ Messiah shall be cut off...in the nmidst of the
[remai ning or seventieth] 'week'" of 360-day years.™® The latter, then
woul d happen somewhat before the m ddl e of about 33 or 34 A D.

When Jesus cane -- foretold Daniel -- at the time the Saviour was about
thirty years old, He would be "anointed." Thi s means He woul d then be
appoi nted as "The Most Holy One" -- as 'The Christ' alias 'The Anointed One
or "Messiah the Prince." Thus: C enent of Alexandria; Tertullian; Oigen;

Julius Africanus; Calvin; Mitthew Henry; Sir |saac Newton; Adam Cl arke; Edward
J. Young; and nany others.

This woul d be denonstrated at Christ's Baptismat the end of the sixty-
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ninth year-week in Daniel's prophecy.® Indeed, that Baptism woul d

i medi ately be followed -- at the beginning of the seventieth year-week -- by
Jesus Christ's public nministry.

That latter would [ast for three-and-a-half years, and it would term nate
inthe niddle of Daniel's seventieth year-week. ™ At that latter tine,
continued Daniel, Messiah would "be cut off" -- namely at Hi s death. Her e,
see: Jerone's Latin Vulgate; Luther; the King Janes Version; the conservative
Roman Cat hol i ¢ Douai Version; Hengstenberg; Keil; Delitzsch; Boutflower; E. J.
Young; and nany ot hers.

Messi ah's death woul d be for the sake of His Children -- "but not for
H nmsel f"; not for Hs Oan sake. Thus: Calvin; the Geneva Bible; the Dutch
States Bible of the 1618f Synod of Dordt; Matthew Poole; Vitringa; Mtthew
Henry; Adam C arke; Al bert Barnes; Van Proosdij; Boutflower; Leupold; B.H
Carroll; Edward J. Young; the Afrikaans Bible with Explanatory Notes; and many
ot hers.

By H's Owm death, Messiah the Prince would "cause the sacrifice and the
oblation to cease" for all those who truly are Hs Owm Peopl e. In this way,
He would fulfil and abolish the entire tenple ritual -- inasnuch as He Hinself
woul d then have become THE Tenple. ™"

Thus woul d the Saviour "confirmthe Covenant with many for one 'week.'"
This woul d be a year-week. It comences with His Om Baptismaround A D. 30.
It centres in Hs Owm confirmation of the Covenant with many "but not for H m
self" -- when He was "cut off" by Hi s blood-baptismon Calvary in the nidst of
t hat year-week, Somewhat just before the middle of A D 34. It concludes
with the adnministration of Baptismalso to the non-Jewi sh Samaritans and to
others as the first-fruits of the Wrld-Harvest, at the end of that seventieth
year -week around A.D. 37.

The Angel Gabriel closed. He said that, at the end of the seventieth
year -week (around A.D. 37), Christ would "confirmthe Covenant" by sending it
forth into all the Wrld to be a blessing to "many.""”” As stated in the
third-century B.C. Geek Septuagint translation (followed al so by Theodoti on
Zoeckl er, Auberlen, Haevernick, Hengstenberg, and many others): "One 'week'
shal | establish [or make effective] the Covenant with many"; and "in the m dst
of the week, My Sacrifice and Drinkoffering [namely Christ Hi nself] shall be
t aken away." "

For Jesus was and is "Messiah the Prince." As prophesied by Daniel, it
was divinely fore-ordai ned that "Messiah be cut off, but not for Hi nself.""
On the cross, He would be cut off fromthe land of the living for the sake of
the sins of His People.™® Thus, foretold Daniel, the Saviour would "confirm
t he Covenant with many" -- with many believers -- by H s Oan death.

In this way, Christ would fulfil the A der Testanment's ritual |aws and
"cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease."”™"  Thus too, continued
Dani el , Messiah would "finish off the transgressi on and make an end of sins;
make reconciliation for iniquity; and bring in everlasting righteousness. """

That occurred at the death of Christ on Calvary. Thi s took place sone
t hree-and-a-hal f years after God had anointed Messiah at H's Baptismas the
Most Holy Christ: 'The Anointed One.'*°  Many | eading Judaists had rejected
Christ at Calvary. Then, about a further three-and-a-half years after Calvary
-- they just as viciously rejected also Christianity, with their nurder of
Stephen as the first Hebrew Christian martyr.

That occurred around the end of the seventieth year-week -- just before
Philip successfully offered the Christian Gospel to the hated Samaritans and
ot her Centiles. Thus: Cal vin; the Geneva Bible; Van Proosdij; Mauro; Car-
roll; Seventh-day Adventists Answer Questions on Doctrine; and the Afrikaans
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Bi bl e with Explanatory Notes.

Later still, God's uttermpbst wwath fell upon those Israelites who had
finally broken the Covenant and rejected their own Messiah.*®® Even according
to later Judaistic sources,™® this utternpst wath was poured out at the
destruction of the city of Jerusalemand its tenple in 70 A D.

1868

The tim ng was nobst appropriate after a three-and-a-hal f-years' |ong

si ege, which began about hal f-way through the year 66 A.D. I ndeed, that in
turn was to be rem niscent of the Judaists' besieging of Jesus for three-and-
a-half years -- between His Baptismand Hi s death on Cal vary.

Then, nanely around 70 A.D., God conpleted also all of H's specia
revel ati on. He "seal [ed] up the vision and prophecy"””® -- after three epoch-
maki ng occurrences. These were: first, the death of Jesus; second, in that
sanme generation, the destruction also of the tenple and the devastation of the
city of Jerusalem and third, the closing of the canon of the Newer Testament.

There was, then, a certain 'tine lag.' Sone t hree-and- a- hal f
decades el apsed between Christ's fulfilment of the O der Testanment's tenple
ritual in Hs death around just before the mddle of AD. 34 -- and the

hi storical abolition of the Oder Testanent's ritual altogether, in A D 70.

The unbel i eving Judai sts had refused to recogni ze the Messiah's death as
the basis of the predicted fulfilnment and abolition of all their rituals.
However, they were forced to recognize the historical abolition of the A der
Testanment's rituals altogether -- during the destruction of their tenple as
well as their city of Jerusalemin 70 A D.

It is significant that both Christ's earthly Iife and the above-nentioned
"time lag' thereafter, each lasted for about thirty-five years -- thus
constituting a conbined period of yet another seventy years. This too is
very appropriate, inasmuch as those seventy years seemto correspond to the
seventy years of desol ation after the Babyl onian destruction of the forner

templ e.

For it was precisely the end of those seventy years -- which occasi oned
the Prophet Daniel's vision of the seventy year-weeks or sevenfol dnesses, in
the first place.”™® And those seventy year-weeks woul d thensel ves terninate -
- in prophecies relating to another seventy years running fromA. D. 0 to 70.

I ndeed, the year 35 A.D. constituted as it were the "mdst of the 'week

of Daniel's seventieth year-week -- and also the niddle of the seventy years
A D O0to 70."° This was the Calvary 'mid-point' at which God caused the

O der Testanment's sacrifices and oblations to cease in principle. It did so,
at the death of Jesus for H's People -- for all those who truly put all their

trust in Hm

The year 70 A.D., then, constituted the end”® of that 'week' of seventy

years. ™ ~ For then God caused the O der Testament's sacrifices and obl ations
to cease in practice for the unbelieving Judaists too. This took place after
t he Roman "overspreadi ng of abominations" -- at the destruction of the tenple

and the devastation of Jerusal emin earnest.

Then, as Daniel also predicted, "the people of the [Roman] prince that
woul d come" -- would "destroy the city and the sanctuary."™’ ~ Thus too:
Jesus; Calvin; the Geneva Bible; the Dutch States' Bible, as comn ssioned at
Dordt; WMatthew Pool e; Matthew Henry; Adam Cl arke; Al bert Barnes; Van Proosdij;
Maur o; Leupold; Carroll; and E.J. Young.

For then the risen Christ would bring Hi s judgnmental wath down al so upon

the practical |ives of the unbelieving Judaists in Jerusal em Just as Dani e
had foretold, Christ would "cause the sacrifice and the oblation to cease" in
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the city's temple. "And by the overspreadi ng of abom nations" by the Roman
armes, He would "nake it desolate.”

The city's tenmple would then stay desolate, "even until the
consummati on. " For in AD. 70, God's wath -- nanely "that determ ned" by
Jehovah-Jesus -- woul d "be poured upon the desolate(d)" city of Jerusal em

Yet later still, God's wath would further be poured out upon even that
city's Roman "desolator."*® For even the Roman Enpire (as the desol ator
whi ch woul d destroy Jerusalen) would, in tinme, itself be destroyed. As
Dani el had prophesied, "the end thereof shall be with a flood [of aliens
st ream ng acr oss the Tiber].... Unto the end of the war, desolations are
det er m ned.

Conments Calvin: "Wthout the slightest doubt, this prophecy [about the
destruction of Jerusalen] was fulfilled when the city was captured and over-
thrown and the tenple utterly destroyed by Titus the son of Vespasian...
After the grace of Christ had obstinately been rejected, then the 'extension
of abom nations' followed. That is, God overwhel med the tenple" through H s
Roman agents, "and caused its sanctity and glory to pass away utterly."

Comments Rev. Dr. John GII (on Daniel 9:27): "The city of Jerusal enf was
"closely besieged by Titus.... The daily sacrifice ceased -- as Josephus
says. . .. At the same tinme..., 'for the overspreadi ng of abom nations, he
shall nake it desolate'.... The Ronman peopl e shall make the | and of Judea
desol ate, for the overspreading of their abom nation or idolatries init.

"The words may be rendered, as by sone, 'upon the wing' -- [that is, up-
on] the battlenents of the tenple 'shall be the abom nations or idols of the
desol ator' or 'of himthat makes desolate'.... Meani ng either the ensigns of
the Roman army which had upon themthe inages of their gods or enperors, and
being set up in the holy place and sacrificed to.... O else the bl ood of
the zealots slain on these battlements, by which the holy place was poll uted.
See Matthew 24:15 & Luke 21:20...

"Rabbi Nehem ah, who |ived about fifty years before the coming of Christ,
declared the tine of the Messiah...signified by Daniel could not be protracted
| onger than those fifty years. Sanhedrin 97.2." The History of "the World
is divided into six parts.... The last part is fromDaniel to the Messiah."

Qut side of Christ, then, there was and is no good future for either a
j udai zed Jewi sh Nation or t he [Ronanl Worl d- Enpire of the Gentiles. For the
former was to be destroyed by fire, " and the latter by a flood. ¥ But
|nS|de of Christ, prom sed the Lord there is "everlasting righteousness
and a "Covenant with many"®* -- a Covenant pronising even the social and
political and econonmic restoration of the true People of God. ™

n 1875

This ' Covenant with many' -- comments the CGeneva Bible -- is confirmed
"by the preaching of the Gospel ." For this, Christ "confirmed H's prom se
first to the Jews and after to the Gentiles."

Calvin simlarly explains that "Christ is correctly said 'to have con-
firmed the Covenant with many' -- as the Nations were directly called to the
hope of sal vati on. Matt hew 10:5..... | take the word 'nmany' here, rabim
conparatively -- for the faithful Gentiles united with the [faithful] Jews...
Therefore Christ is said to have renewed God's Covenant not only with a single

Nati on, but generally with the Wrld at large." Wth "many. "

O Christian, let us then go out and tell both Jews and Gentil es about
Christ's "Covenant with many"! And may we too thus be instrunental in
bringing many -- to His Oan everlasting righteousness!

So on, then, Christian soldiers! Onward, to victory!
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1855. Dan. 7:25-27, and cf. Albert Barnes's Commentary on Daniel, Baker, G and
Rapi ds, 1970 rep., 11:99.

1856. Dan. 9:24-27. The original Hebrew has only "one week" -- and not, as does the
KJV, "[for] one week." Cf. too the Septuagint translation into Greek, in our text
at n. 1872.

1857. Dan. 9:1f cf. 2:39f; 5:11,28f; 7:1-6; 8:1-21. 1858. Jer. 25:1-13 & 29:10.
1859. |l Chr. 36:20 to Ezra 1: 2f. Ccf. n. 13, & AB. EN 111:830. Interestingly,

not only was there a 70-year period between the date of the first Babylonian attack
on Jerusal em around B.C. 606 and the date of Cyrus's decree allowi ng the Jews to
return and start rebuilding in B.C 536, but there was also a 70-year period between
Nebuchadnezzar's destruction of Jerusalemin B.C. 586 and the re-erection of the
temple in B.C. 515. See Haggai .

1860. |l Chr. 36:19-23 cf. Lev. 25:31-35; Jer. ch. 34 cf. Ex. 20:10; 21:2 & n. 1858.
1861. Dan. 9:21 cf. 8:16 & Lk. 1:19, 26.

1862. Cf. Mal. 3:1-4 & Jn. 2:19-22; Heb. 10:20f; & esp. see n. 1859.

1863. Dan. 9's "seventy sevenfol dnesses" or "seventy 'weeks'" neans 490 | unar years.
There were a series of decrees, each one only partially realized. First, Cyrus's
decree for the Jews to return to Jerusalemin B.C. 536 (Ezra 1:1-4); second, Darius's
decree of B.C. 519 (Ezra 6:1-2); third, Artaxerxes's decree to Ezra in B.C. 457 (Ezra
ch. 7 cf. 6:14); and fourth, Artaxerxes's decree to Nehemiah in B.C. 445 (Neh. ch. 2).
We take the latter to be the ultimate fulfilment of the commandment referred to in
Dan. 9:23. Cf. n. 1864. This new period comenced, interestingly enough, in 445
B.C. or about seventy years AFTER the A D. 515 concl usi on of the
reconstruction of the post-exilic tenple. Shaabuu' a is rendered "weeks" in the KJV
of Dan. 9:24f, and not necessarily inplies a period of only 168 hours. It actually
nmeans "sevenness" -- cf. the KJV at Ezek. 45:21. Cf. too Ezek. 4:6 & Num 14: 34.

For the intensitive function of "sevenness" and multiplication by sevens, cf. Gen. 1:3
to 2:3; 4:15-24; Lev. 25:1-22; 26:18-35; M. 18:21f.

Interestingly the uniformtestimony of the authorities -- both Judaistic
and Christian -- is that Dan. 9:24-27's "seventy 'weeks'" neans 490 years. Thus the

circa B.C. 250 Al exandri ne Septuagi nt Daniel (which has "years" instead of "weeks"
at Dan. 9:25-27, and which has "years" instead of "times" at Dan. 4:16, 32). Thi s
interpretation was followed by the Talnmud (M drash Rabba & Nazir 32b & Yonma 54a &
Sanhedrin v.1).

After the time of Jesus, the same interpretation was followed also by: R
Aki ba b. Joseph (A D. 130); Cenent of Alexandria (200); Hi ppolytus (240); Julius
Africanus (240); Eusebius (340); Athanasius (370); Cyril (385); Jerone (420);
Augustine (430); Polychronius (430); Theodoret (455); Sardis (640); Bede (730); Saadia
(900); Sol omon b. Jehoram (955); Jephet b. Ali (970); Rashi (1080); Abraham
b. Hi yya Hanasi (1130); Abr. b. Ezra (1160); Nachnmani des (1265); Aquinas (1270);
Arnul f (1190); d' divi (1295); Brute (1393); Savonarola (1497); Abravanel (1505);
Lut her (1522); Qecol anpadi us (1530); Mel anchthon (1543); Bullinger (1557); the Geneva
Bi bl e of Knox & Whittingham (1560); Calvin (1561); R bera (1590); Napi er
(1593); Bellarmne (1593); the Dutch States Bible (1637); Mede (1631); Parker (1646);
Tillinghast (1655); Matthew Poole (1685); Lowth (1700); Cocceius (1701); Flem ng
(1701), Matthew Henry (1707); Sir Isaac Newton (1727); Bengel (1740); Bishop Thomas
Newt on ((1754); Bellany (1758); Petri (1768); Langdon (1774); Priestley (1794); Faber
(1804); Thomams Scott (1809); Adam C arke (1813); Horne (1818); Keith (1828); Drummond
(1830); Bishop Daniel WIson (1836); Bickersteth (1836); Al bert Barnes (1851); Van
Proosdij (1901); B.H Carroll (1948); E.J. Young (1949); and also by the nodern Jew sh
schol ars Slotki and | saac Lexser. See too nn. 1852 & 6068 & 6210, and Dan. 12:7 &
12: 11f and Rev. 2:20 & 11:2f & 12:6 & 12:14 & ch. 13.
1864. Cf. Dan 9:25b with Neh. ch. 2 & 13:21f. See too our studies for June 11-14,
and al so compare Neh. 2:1-8 & 1:1-4. Cf. too n. 1863 & 1877.

Dan. 9:24-27's succession of years was unbroken fromits comencenent till
its conpletion 490 years later. For the termnus a quo of Dan. 9:24, cf. n. 1863.
See too Ezra 7:1-8 & Neh. 2:1-4 for the "Artaxerxes view," and Ezra 1:1 & Il Chr.
36:22f for the "Cyrus view' -- advocated by the Geneva Bible, Calvin, the Dutch
States Bible, Matthew Henry, Al bert Barnes, Van Proosdij, Mauro, & E.J. Young; and as
set out inn. 1867 ( cf. P. Mauro's The Seventy Weks and the Great Tribul ation,
Rei ner, Swengel Pa., n.d.). Either way, not ice that the inscripturation of the O der
Testanent closed with the witing of its books of Ezra and Nehem ah (and
Mal achi) during the fourth century B.C., at the end of Daniel's first 'seven weeks'
or sevenfol dnesses.

Many extra-Biblical dates suggested by historians for the events descri bed
in these texts are rebuttabl e because they are based on the "canon of Ptoleny." That
is "a list of supposed Persian kings, with the supposed |ength of the reign of
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each...conpiled by Ptoleny, a heathen astrononer and witer of the second century A D.
But Ptol emy does not even pretend to have had any facts as to the length of the
Persian period (that is to say, fromDarius and Cyrus down to Al exander the Geat).

Ptol emy estimates or guesses this period to have been 205 years |long." Now this iIs
what has caused rmuch of the trouble and uncertainty. For many who have
attenpted to construct a Bible chronol ogy have based them selves on Ptol eny's

esti mate. "In short, then, there is no chronology in existence of the period from
Cyrus to Christ except in the Bible." Thus Mauro's op. cit., p.

Mauro himself (ib. p. 25) believes that "the point of beginning of the
seventy weeks, is that great epoch-naking and divinel y-pronoted decree of Cyrus the
Great, whereof a record is givenin Il Chr. 36:22f, and also in Ezra 1:1-4" -- cf. too
Isa. 44:23-27; 45:1; Dan. 5:6; 5:30f; Rev. 16:12; Isa. 44:26f; Herodotus |:191
Xenophon's Cyropaedia VII1:5 & VI1:10,13 & VII:15f, 26,30 & Josephus's Antiqg. Xl :1:1-3
with Ezra 4:12 & 6:6-15 and Hag. 1:4,7. This view is shared also by WInot, who with
approval quotes Josephus (Antiqg.) as saying: "King Cyrus to Sisinnes and

Set hr abuzanes, greeting! I have given | eave to as many of the Jews that
dwell in ny country as they please, to rebuild their city and to [re-]build the
tenple of God at Jerusalem™ For God had predictively named Cyrus as His servant,

unto the return of the remmant of the Judeans and their rebuilding of the city and the
temple (cf. Isa. chs. 44 & 45 & ||l Chr. 36 & Ezra 1).

On the other hand, the position that the commandment of Dan. 9:25 was
given during the reign of the Persian king Artaxerxes, and is recorded in Ezra 7:1-18

cf. Neh. 2:1-18, has had perhaps many nore advocates -- sonme of themeven fromthe
time of the Protestant Reformation. These authorities point out that Cyrus's
procl amati on of B.C. 536 purposed to build the tenple (in B.C. 520) --

whereas only Artaxerxes's comandnent authorized re-building the city and especially
the city-walls as its defences (cf. Dan. 9:25f). Thus: Funck; N grinus; Bullinger
Coccei us; Sir |Isaac Newton; Cappel; Horch; Bengel; Petri; Prideaux; Faber; Thonas
Scott; Adam O arke; Cunninghame; Keith; Bickersteth; Auberlen; Boudinot; Zoeckler;

Pusey; Bl ackstone; Strong; Jam eson, Fausset & Brown; Boutflower; MO ean; Froom
and many nore. For a detailed statenment of the argunent, see n. 1867

At any rate, regardless as to whether the seventy weeks of years are to be
denar cat ed fromCyrus's or alternatively from Artaxerxes's decrees onwards -- there

was and i s no "gap" between the beginning and the end of the seventy years of the
Babyl oni an captivity. Certainly those seventy years B.C. 606 to 536 were

uni nt er pol at ed. That in i